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NSSE
• National Survey of Student Engagement
• Survey first-year & senior students
• Provides insight on 4 themes & 10 

engagement indicators (EI)



NSSE Themes
• Academic Challenge
• Learning with Peers
• Experiences with Faculty
• Campus Environment



NSSE Theme & Engagement Indicators
• Academic Challenge

– Higher-Order Learning
– Reflective & Integrative Learning
– Learning Strategies
– Quantitative Reasoning



NSSE Theme & Engagement Indicators
• Learning with Peers

– Collaborative Learning
– Discussions with Diverse Others



NSSE Theme & Engagement Indicators
• Experiences with Faculty

– Student-Faculty Interaction
– Effective Teaching Practices



NSSE Theme & Engagement Indicators
• Campus Environment

– Quality of Interactions
– Supportive Environment



Representativeness
• First Year Responses

– 72% Female
– 61% White, 16% Black, 10% Hispanic or Latino

• Senior Responses
– 74% Female
– 69% White, 11% Black, 10% Hispanic or Latino



Mean Comparisons
• First Year Student Responses vs Senior 

Student Responses
– First Year Responses – 288
– Senior Responses – 265
– Both were at 13% response rate



Interpreting Comparisons
• Mean comparisons report both statistical 

significance and effect size
– Effect size of .1 is small, .3 is medium, and .5 large

• Each EI is scored on a 60-point scale
– Never = 0; Sometimes = 20; Often = 40; Very Often 

= 60
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Mean Comparisons
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Mean Comparisons

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40
45
50

Student-Faculty Interaction Effective Teaching Practices

Experiences with Faculty

First Year Senior



Mean Comparisons
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Mean Comparisons
• Southeast Public

– 78 institutions
• Carnegie Class

– 86 institutions
• Peer Institutions

– 13 institutions





Key Takeaways from Mean Comparisons
• First Year Students

– Learning with Peers is a strong area of 
engagement

– The three other themes need attention
• Campus Environment in particular



Key Takeaways from Mean Comparisons
• Senior Students

– All four themes and engagement indicators 
consistently perform well compared to all three 
comparison groups



A check mark 
signifies those 
comparisons 
where our 
average score 
was at least 
comparable to 
that of the high-
performing 
group.



First Year Responses – One Thing Not To Change

• Number of Resources Available
• Faculty
• Career Fairs
• HPER Center
• Mental Health and Student Health Center
• Sense of Community



Senior Responses – One Thing Not To Change

• Sense of Community
• Faculty & Staff
• Group Projects, Practical Experiences
• HPER Center
• Mental Health and Student Health Center
• Opportunities for Involvement



First Year Responses – One Thing To Change

• Food (Quality, Cost)
• Housing Availability
• Assignments Due on Weekends/Level of Rigor
• Lack of Availability of Faculty (Limited Office Hours)
• Overall Cost



Senior Responses – One Thing To Change
• Require/Strongly Encourage Internships
• Better Parking
• More Connections Between Courses/Majors and 

Careers/Work
• Cost
• More Outreach from Advisors



NSSE High Impact Practices
• High Impact Practices (HIPs) have positive 

associations with student learning and retention.
• NSSE recommends that institutions should aspire 

for all students to participate in at least two HIPs 
over the course of their undergraduate experience

• NSSE surveys students on six different HIPs



Six NSSE High Impact Practices
• Service-Learning
• Learning Community
• Research with Faculty
• Internship or Field Experience
• Study Abroad
• Culminating Senior Experience



Overall High Impact Practices Participation
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Overall High Impact Practices Participation
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Plan to Participate in High Impact Practices
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High Impact Practices
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QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU
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