
T U E S D A Y   |   S E P T E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 2 5   |   7 P M



SEPTEMBER
	 9	 GIN BLOSSOMS  

WITH SPECIAL GUEST  
SPIN DOCTORS

	25	 UPTOWN: A CELEBRATION  
OF MOTOWN AND SOUL

29	 THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS  
10:00AM  |  12:00PM

OCTOBER
	 9	 THE BAND PERRY:  

A HOMECOMING
	16	 TINA: THE TINA  

TURNER MUSICAL
20	 INDIGO GIRLS
	23	 CANDACE BUSHNELL 

TRUE TALES OF SEX, SUCCESS,  
AND SEX AND THE CITY

NOVEMBER
	 2	 TROUT FISHING  

IN AMERICA  
4:00PM

	12	 MR. C:  WHEN SCIENCE  
GOES VIRAL  
10:00AM  |  12:00PM

	18	 MOVIN’ OUT WITH  
MICHAEL CAVANAUGH  
THE MUSIC OF BILLY JOEL  
AND ELTON JOHN 

	21	 CIRQUE DREAMS  
HOLIDAZE

DECEMBER
	10	 DOLLY PARTON’S  

SMOKY MOUNTAIN  
CHRISTMAS CAROL

	14	 KEVIN NEALON LIVE

JANUARY
	18	 AMBROSIA

FEBRUARY
	13	 JOHN WAITE
	19	 SERIAL KILLERS  

WITH DR. SCOTT BONN

	20	 THE SIMON AND  
GARFUNKEL STORY

MARCH
	 2	 CHICKA CHICKA  

BOOM BOOM  
10:00AM  |  12:00PM

	 7	 JAWS IN CONCERT
	15	 THE MUSIC MAN  

7:30PM

	19	 PETE THE CAT  
10:00AM  |  12:00PM  |  6:00PM

APRIL
	 2	 HARE AND TORTOISE  

10:00AM  |  12:00PM

	 11	 SŌ PERCUSSION

2025 2026

uca.edu/pa
501-450-3265

ALL SHOWS AT 7:00 PM UNLESS  
OTHERWISE NOTED.
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Gin Blossoms’ blockbuster 1992 album New Miserable 
Experience spawned four Top 40 hit singles and established the 
Arizona quintet as one of the top rock groups of that decade. 
More than 25 years have passed since the release of New Mis, 
and now Gin Blossoms are back with their best set of songs in 
years. Produced by Don Dixon and engineered by Mitch Easter, 
Mixed Reality demonstrates that the timeless appeal of Gin 
Blossoms’ music has endured. 

Gin Blossoms formed in 1987 in the Arizona city of Tempe; 
guitarists Jesse Valenzuela and bassist Bill Leen were founding 
members. After some lineup changes, the group coalesced 
around Valenzuela, Leen, Robin Wilson (vocals and guitar), 
drummer Phillip Rhoades, and guitarist Doug Hopkins. One 
quality that set Gin Blossoms apart from other groups was its 
deep bench: four of its five members wrote songs. And while 
each musician would bring his unique songwriting sensibility 
to the group, somehow the tunes all came together, creating a 
whole far greater than the sum of its parts. 

In 1989 Gin Blossoms released its debut album, Dusted, on 
a small Tucson-based independent label. The album included 
two Doug Hopkins-penned songs, “Found Out About You” and 
“Hey Jealousy.” The band gigged regionally in support of the 
album; live shows of that era showcased the young group’s 
versatility and strength in songwriting, musicianship and 
vocals. Gin Blossoms’ appearance at SXSW brought the band to 
the attention of major labels who began courting the band for 
a record deal. 

Along with its original songs, the band became known for its 
high-energy, loose and informal shows full of lively stage banter; 
a typical set list of that era might include irreverent, left-field 
cover versions of “If I Only Had a Brain” from The Wizard of Oz, 
The Beatles’ “A Hard Day’s Night” and Loudon Wainwright III’s 
“Dead Skunk in the Middle of the Road.” 

In 1990 the group signed a contract with A&M Records. Before 
recording a full-length album, the band cut a five-song EP for 
the label; Up and Crumbling featured songs that had been 
in the group’s set for some time and included Robin Wilson’s 
“Allison Road.” Ten months later, Gin Blossoms’ major-label 
debut album, New Miserable Experience, was released. 

GIN BLOSSOMS
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The album included a dozen songs written variously by Hopkins, 
Valenzuela, and Wilson. Working with producer John Hampton, 
the band recorded six new songs plus new versions of six 
tunes that had appeared on Dusted and the EP; the result may 
have been new to listeners across the country and beyond, 
but for local fans NME was almost a greatest-hits collection. 
Despite the strong material on the album, initial response was 
muted, and for a while it looked as if New Miserable Experience 
would be a commercial flop. But nearly a year after the album’s 
release, the third single from the set – a new recording of 
“Hey Jealousy” – started receiving airplay. The single took off, 
rekindling interest in the album. Eventually a total of six singles 
from the record would be released, and NME would go on to 
earn 4x Platinum status (more than 4 million units sold). 

Gin Blossoms remain a rare breed – rock ‘n’ roll lifers, destined to 
continue creating, crafting, and performing for audiences ever 
rapt by their glorious catalog of material. “We’re entertaining 
and we have chops,” says Wilson, “but it really comes down to 
the songs. The reason we are still here is that we have good 
songs. When young musicians ask me for advice, what’s the 
best thing to do to further my career, I always say, ‘Write good 
songs.’ It always comes down to that.” 

The band’s fusion of Pop, Melodic Rock, Folk, and Country 
elements took the airwaves by siege, making the band an MTV 
playlist hostage for almost a decade and the group a natural 
90’s mainstay. From their breakout album through today, Robin, 
Jesse, Bill, and Scotty have sold over 110 million records and are 
one of the most in demand 90’s live artists who began at the 
end of the grunge era.



6   UCA Public Appearances  |  2025-2026 Season

Spin Doctors’ first album in 12 years is at once a bold leap for 
a legendary band and the sound of a group truly revitalized. 
Marking their debut on new label home and iconic major 
Capitol Records, Face Full of Cake finds the alt-rock veterans 
in top form with an abundance of hooks in their arsenal and 
the warm, funky sound that longtime fans have come to expect 
from them. The record truly marks a new era for Spin Doctors, 
and with a blockbuster summer tour on the horizon and new 
bassist Jack Daley in tow, it’s impossible not to catch the 
thrilling feeling that this 35 years strong-and-running crew is, 
despite their wealth of experience, just getting started.

Face Full of Cake marks the quartet’s return after 2013’s If the 
River Was Whiskey; according to drummer Aaron Comess, its 
creative genesis began while the group was isolating during 
the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic. “It had been a while 
since we had made a record,” he recalls. “We had talked about 
it for a while, but nobody was really motivated enough to get 
together and start the process.”

Initially, several writing sessions took place; at one point, 
guitarist Eric Schenkman and singer Chris Barron hunkered 
down at the Vermont studio space of Phish member Mike Gordon. 
No one in group had seen each other since before lockdown, so 
these early creative huddles provided a sentimental bent that 
supercharged their creative energy. “It wasn’t just a writing 
session—it was a very heartwarming reunion between two old 
friends,” Barron says of his and Schenkman’s time in Vermont. 
“We really missed each other. We would goof off and end up 
writing three songs in like, three hours.”

The album continued to come together after a series of intimate 
hangs between Comess and Barron (“I’ve figured out after 35 
years that the best way to get Chris to write with me is to invite 
him over for dinner,” Comess chuckles), but a crucial element to 
Face Full of Cake’s formation was the addition of new bassist 
Jack Daley, who makes his studio debut with Spin Doctors after 
joining the band full-time in 2021 to replace former bassist Mark 
White while on tour. Following the extensive demoing process, 
the quartet decamped to Asbury Park, splitting time between 
hotel digs and Daley’s studio space where recording took place. 
“I was super psyched that they wanted to do it at my studio,” 
Daley recalls. “When we got into the studio, everyone was really 
supportive and gave me some pointers about not being afraid 

SPIN DOCTORS
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to step out a little bit or play a little busier. We had a blast 
making this record—it was nothing but positive energy.”

“Jack is very humble, and he’s good at being a journeyman—
but he’s also a great freaking ensemble member,” Schenkman 
beams when talking about the latest addition to the band. “The 
studio was great, the vibe was incredible, and we were getting 
to know each other even better than before.” “Any time you add 
a new member to a band, it can go either way—but there was 
a renewed energy, and Jack just brings this really fat groove to 
the band while also sounding authentically like Spin Doctors,” 
Comess adds. “It’s hard to understate what a monumental 
musical achievement that is. The second we started playing 
with him, it was instantly evident that it was going to work out.”

There is a freewheeling and easy energy to the 12 tracks that 
make up Face Full of Cake, reflecting the refreshingly breezy 
recording process that the band experienced as a result 
of fostering a low-pressure environment. “We weren’t really 
thinking of it as a record,” Comess explains. “We’ve gone 
through a lot of phases in our 35 years, and sometimes things 
really gel and sometimes they are just extremely difficult. 
When we made this record, we captured a moment where it felt 
effortless. There is a really fresh energy in the tracks—a sense 
of us discovering the songs as we played them.”

Indeed, Spin Doctors have been on a journey for the last three-
and-a-half decades, and they show no signs of stopping—and 
as Schenkman points out, Face Full of Cake feels like a true 
full-circle moment in regard to their star making 1991 record 
Pocket Full of Kryptonite. “The moment that we walked into the 
room, there was plenty of reasons to believe it wouldn’t work— 
but as soon as we played three notes, we knew we had it,” he 
says. “The same thing happened with this record. There is a lot 
of joy emanating from all of us in this band.”
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Lead Player ($100-$249) 
•	 Option to select Pick-6 season 
	 tickets - Very Popular!  
•	 Invitation to the annual Debut 
	 season announcement party 
•	 Name recognition in UCA Public 
	 Appearances season programs 
•	 Name recognition in the lobby 
	 of Reynolds and Windgate Center

Star Player ($250-$499) 
• 	 All previous benefits listed, plus:  
•	 Invitation to one hospitality suite

Director ($500-$749) 
•	 All previous benfits listed, plus:  
•	 Two compimentary tickets to a 
	 Main Stage event 
•	 Invitation to two hospitality suites

Producer ($750-$1,499) 
•	 All previous benefits listed, plus: 
•	 Invititation to all Hospitality suites

Executive Producer ($1,500 - $2,499)
•	 All previous benefits listed
•	 Reserved parking spot  
	 during performances

Benefactor ($2,500+)
•	 All previous benefits listed
•	 Private dinner with the UCA President

UCA Public Appearances strives to bring world-class artists to Central 
Arkansas and keep ticket prices affordable. Ticket sales cover less than 

30% of the cost of operations. It is only through your generous support that we can 
continue to bring outstanding artists to our region. By joining our list of supporters 

you are making a statement about your commitment to the arts and your community.

For questions about giving to UCA Public Appearances, contact Wendy Sparks at (501) 852-7889 or wsparks2@uca.edu.

THE OPPORTUNITY  
TO EXPERIENCE LIVE  
PERFORMING ARTS  
IS SOMETHING THAT  

EVERYONE DESERVES.

DONOR
BENEFITS
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YOUR SUPPORT IS INSTRUMENTAL TO OUR SUCCESS

Donations help support the programs & artists presented by UCA Public Appearances. 
All donations are tax-deductible  to the extent allowed by law. Donation funds are held 
in and managed by the UCA Foundation. For more information or to make a gift, please 

contact Amanda Horton at (501) 450-3682 or go online to uca.edu/reynolds.

LEAD PLAYER 
Jordan Abbott

James Barr 
Rob Bell 

Steve and Paula Bell
Phil and Anna Boudreaux 

Richard Burmester 
Jo Anne Corning

Jeannie Denniston  
and Len Schleintz 
Christopher Eaton
Marlene Eddlemon 

Herman and Betty Ellis 

Colonel Kenneth  
and Susan Fielding 

Richard and Becky Gifford 
Bob and Patti Gordon

Tina Haggard
Jamie and Andrea Holt 

Randy and Michelle Hull 
Ken and Renee Hunter 

Gini Ingram and Susan Higgins  
John and Susie Johnston 

James and Mary Jones 
Linda Lautigar

COL. Phillip and Shirley Lipsmeyer
My Long Team  

ERA TEAM Real Estate 
Darin Martin 

Kirk and Laurie Netherton 
Pruitt Nilssen Family 

Steve and Mandy Pascoe
Keith and Carla Rains 

Chris and Cristal Reynolds 
Jimmy and Frances Reynolds 

Fred Roberson
Rodney and Pat Rice 

Jeff and Annette Sackhoff
Max and Roylene Slaughter 

Dr. Cliff and Alix Snyder 
Todd and Wendy Sparks 

In Memory of Chris Spatz 
Brad and Gina Teague 

Len and Candee Tipton
Terry Tucker

Barry Vuletich
Mark and Robin Williamson 

Pam P. Wren

A SPECIAL THANK YOU!2025-2026
DONATIONS

STAR
David and Cindy DeRosa 

Mike and Beth Fahr 
Roe and Missy Henderson

Greg and Judy Huff
Mike and Crystal Kemp

Bill and Beth Bandy 
Catherine and Jay Bednar 

Jack and Ginny Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Courtway 

Sonshine Academy
Ronnie and Connie Williams 

Dr. Michael Wood and Justice 
Rhonda Wood

Dottie Patterson 
Richard and Helen Plotkin 

Lt COL and Mrs. James R. Rasnick
DK and Rosemary Robinson

Gay Rusk 

PRODUCER DIRECTOR
Marge Betley  

and Greg Weber 
Jan Bradley  

and Dr. Don Bradley III 

Rosemary L. Adlong 
David and Donna Alberts 

Don and Angela Greenland 

Robin and Jeannie White 
Leo and Katrina Wilcox

Randy and Amanda Horton
Jim and Peggy Schneider  

Barry and Linda Fell Swain

BENEFACTOR
Georg & Annabelle Andersen

Dr. Linda Beene
Mickey and Cheryl Prince 
Bob and Glenda Schmidt

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Gary R. Benton 

Tad and Gayle Bohannon
Mrs. G. Conrad Carroll 

Cuerdon Sign Company
Granger and Jan Davis 

Randy Prince
Wayne “Oz” and Anita Richie

Mike and Lisa Ruckle 
Judy Woodard

Terry and Joyce Fiddler 
Freeman Family Medicine 

Drew and Suzanne May
Stan and Marilyn Ott

Denver and Freda Prince Family
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BOX OFFICE VOLUNTARY CONSENT
UCA Ticket Central

Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(501) 450-3265  |  Toll Free 1-866-810-0012

uca.edu/publicappearances

Your attendance at this event constitutes consent 
for use of your likeness and/or voice on all video and/
or audio recordings and in photographs made during 

UCA Public Appearances.

A DIVISION OF THE 
UCA COLLEGE OF ARTS, 

HUMANITES &  
SOCIAL SCIENCES

Amanda Horton, Executive Director
Wendy Sparks, Director of Marketing & Finance 

Shua Miller, Director of Patron Services
Rosalyn Williams, Events Manager
Avery Coonts, Technical Director

Steven Oder, Assistant Technical Director
Anna Warner, Crew Coordinator
Charlotte Perry, House Manager
Jeremiah Perry, House Manager

Trista Vellucci, Marketing Assistant

An assortment of snacks and drinks will be 
available for purchase during the show from 
our concession stand located in the lobby of 

Reynolds Performance Hall. Concessions are not 
available in the Windgate Center. We hope you 

enjoy your snack, but please remember to take 
your trash with you when you leave. Thank you 

and come again!

STEP RIGHT UP
CONCESSION STAND
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THANK YOU
TO OUR SPONSORS!



crewsfs.com

As a proud UCA alumnus, I’m committed to helping our community grow and thrive – 

financially and beyond. Whether you’re planning for retirement, building wealth, funding 

education or navigating market changes, I provide personalized investment strategies 

tailored to your goals. Let’s create a financial plan designed to help you protect what 

you’ve built and pursue the future you envision. Let’s dream bigger, together.

Derek Whitehead - Arkansas Insurance Producer License Number 17889345

ADVISORY SERVICES |  MUNICIPAL BONDS |  CORPORATE BONDS
STOCKS |  MUTUAL FUNDS |  LIFE INSURANCE & ANNUITIES

NOT FDIC INSURED • MAY LOSE VALUE • NOT BANK GUARANTEED • NOT A DEPOSIT
NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY • MEMBER FINRA & SIPC

When it comes 
to your future, 
you deserve to

Dream Bigger. 
Derek Whitehead
SVP, Financial Advisor
501.450.1871 


