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Abstract
Diagnostic overshadowing has been demonstrated with professionals, but not with lay people. This study was designed to measure if lay people participate in diagnostic overshadowing within the intellectual disability field and, to investigate the potential relationship between essentialistic thinking and diagnostic overshadowing. It was hypothesized that essentialistic thinking could partially explain diagnostic overshadowing. Results indicated that lay people do not participate in diagnostic overshadowing as professionals do. Thus, the relationship between diagnostic overshadowing and essentialistic thinking could not be assessed. However, among psychiatric, social, and natural categories there were differences in terms of psychological essentialism, and the implications of these differences will be discussed. 





