
Writing Assignment Scoring Rubric 
 

  

0 to 16 points 

 

17 to 19 points 

 

20 to 22 points 

  

 

23 to 25 points  

 

Content and 

Quotations 

 

There are significant problems 

regarding the content of the 

paper.  The content of most or all 

of the sections of the paper does 

not closely follow the writing 

assignment instructions.  The 

paper includes three or more 

unattributed quotations or 

quotations consisting of one or 

more full sentences.  Most of the 

sections of the paper are below 

the bottom of the minimum page 

ranges. 

 

There are substantial problems 

regarding the content of the 

paper.  The content of some of 

the sections of the paper does not 

closely follow the writing 

assignment instructions.  The 

paper includes two or more 

unattributed quotations or 

quotations consisting of one or 

more full sentences.  Most of the 

sections of the paper are near the 

bottom of the minimum page 

ranges. 

 

There are only minor problems 

regarding the content of the 

paper.  The content of most of 

the sections of the paper 

closely follows the writing 

assignment instructions.  The 

paper includes one or more 

unattributed quotations or 

quotations consisting of one or 

more full sentences.  Most of 

the sections of the paper are 

near the top of the minimum 

page ranges. 

 

There are no significant problems 

regarding the content of the 

paper.  The content of each of the 

sections of the paper closely 

follows the writing assignment 

instructions.  The paper does not 

include any unattributed 

quotations or quotations 

consisting of one or more full 

sentences.  All of the sections of 

the paper are above the top of the 

minimum page ranges. 

 

 

 

Format and 

Style 

 

 

There are significant problems 

with the format of the paper.  The 

paper does not follow the 

guidelines regarding format, 

including the cover page, section 

headings, margins, line-spacing, 

headers, font style, and font size.  

The paper is not written in the 

Academic Style.  The paper 

includes several informal writing 

practices such as contractions. 

There are substantial problems 

regarding the format of the paper.  

The paper does not follow some 

of the guidelines regarding 

format, including the cover page, 

section headings, margins, line-

spacing, headers, font style, and 

font size.  The paper is mostly 

not written in the Academic Style.  

The paper includes some 

informal writing practices such as 

contractions. 

There are only minor problems 

regarding the format of the 

paper.  The paper follows most 

of the guidelines regarding 

format, including the cover 

page, section headings, 

margins, line-spacing, headers, 

font style, and font size.  The 

paper is mostly written in the 

Academic Style.  The paper 

largely does not include 

informal writing practices such 

as contractions. 

 

There are no significant problems 

regarding the format of the paper.  

The paper follows all of the 

guidelines regarding format, 

including the cover page, section 

headings, margins, line-spacing, 

headers, font style, and font size.  

The paper is entirely written in 

the Academic Style.  The paper 

does not include any informal 

writing practices such as 

contractions.  

 

 

Sources and 

Citations 

 

There are significant problems 

with sources and citations.  The 

paper does not properly cite most 

of the sources of information and 

does not cite a sufficient number 

of sources.  The paper uses non-

academic or non-professional 

sources of information, including 

sources without identifiable 

authors or organizations.  The 

paper cites information from 

dictionaries, encyclopedias, or 

other online reference sources.  

Most of the sources cited using 

parenthetical citations are not 

properly listed on the References 

page. 

  

There are substantial problems 

with sources and citations.  The 

paper does not properly cite 

sources of information or does 

not cite a sufficient number of 

sources.  The paper uses some 

non-academic or non-

professional sources of 

information, including sources 

without identifiable authors or 

organizations.  The paper cites 

information from dictionaries, 

encyclopedias, or other online 

reference sources.  Some of the 

sources cited using parenthetical 

citations are not properly listed 

on the References page. 

 

There are only minor problems 

with sources and citations.  

The paper properly cites most 

of the sources of information.  

The paper cites a sufficient 

number of sources.  The paper 

mostly uses academic and 

professional sources of 

information.  The paper does 

not cite information from 

dictionaries, encyclopedias, or 

other online reference sources.  

Most of the sources cited using 

parenthetical citations are 

properly listed on the 

References page. 

  

There are no significant problems 

with sources and citations.  The 

paper properly cites sources of 

information and cites a sufficient 

number of sources.  The paper 

uses academic and professional 

sources of information.  The 

paper does not cite information 

from dictionaries, encyclopedias, 

or other online reference sources.  

All of the sources cited using 

parenthetical citations are 

properly listed on the References 

page.  

 

 

 

Writing and 

Grammar 

There are significant writing 

problems.  The paper is poorly 

written, including grammatical, 

punctuation, spelling, and other 

writing errors throughout the 

paper. The writing in the paper is 

often unclear or difficult to 

understand.   

 

There are substantial writing 

problems.  Some of the paper is 

poorly written, including 

grammatical, punctuation, 

spelling, and other writing errors 

throughout the paper. The writing 

in the paper is sometimes unclear 

or difficult to understand.   

 

There are only minor writing 

problems.  The paper is mostly 

well-written, although there 

are a few grammatical, 

punctuation, spelling, and 

other writing errors.  The 

writing in the paper is mostly 

clear and understandable.   

 

 

There are no significant writing 

problems.  The paper is well-

written with no significant 

grammatical, punctuation, 

spelling, or other writing errors.  

The writing in the paper is 

entirely clear and understandable.   

  

 


