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The Department of History at the University of Central 
Arkansas is proud to offer a rigorous 30-hour Master’s 
program that is consistently ranked as one of the best in the 
nation. Our seminar-based curriculum provides venues for 
expanding content knowledge, introducing historiography, 
and practicing research methods in courses designed to 
produce original research.

What Will i study?

Choose a track. Our program has two tracks—a thesis track 
and a non-thesis track—so that you can tailor your studies 
to your particular career goals. 

Choose major and minor fields. We encourage students to 
follow their passions and broaden their academic horizons. 
You choose a major field and minor field to focus your 
studies from European history, Non-Western history, and 
United States history. You complete 12 hours of course-
work in the major field and 6 hours in the minor field.

Take classes when convenient for you. We recognize that 
many people juggle work schedules while advancing their 
education. Many of our classes are in the evening to allow 
you to maintain full-time employment while earning your 
degree. We offer graduate classes in the fall, spring, and 
summer so you can choose a pace that works for you as you 
complete the 30-hour program.
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Don’t just learn history; do history. Our students have 
the opportunity to do original, archival research, and 
present at national conferences.

Learn from the best. Our award-winning professors offer 
unique classes, like Holocausts in History, and have the 
opportunity to develop special, tailored classes.

Gain critical skills for the real world. Your experience is 
built on what you learn in class and what you practice in 
research, analysis, writing, and presentation. These skills 
are necessary for success within academia and beyond.

We pride ourselves on training students to be scholars 
and teachers at all levels of education, while also offering 
preparation for careers outside academia in government 
agencies, historical societies, libraries, and museums.

Whether you have just earned your BA or have been 
teaching or working for years, our MA program can help 
you achieve your goals.

Applicants must apply for admission to both the Graduate 
School and the Master of Arts in History. The department 
recommends minimum GRE scores of 153 verbal and 4.0 
analytical writing. In addition to taking the GRE test, 
admission to the Master’s in History requires: 

Unconditional Admission:

•	 A minimum 3.0 GPA in 12 hours of history

•	 A Statement of Purpose that explains why the 
applicant is pursuing graduate study in history

•	 A writing sample

•	 Two letters of recommendation

•	 Transcripts from all institutions of higher education

Conditional Admission:

Applicants who do not meet one or more of these 
requirements may be admitted to the program at the 
discretion of the Coordinator of Graduate Studies in 
History.

adMission to the PrograM Why study history at uca? 

The department’s faculty create a dynamic learning 
environment that fosters close interaction between students 
and professors. Our seminar-based curriculum ensures that 
each student in the graduate program receives individual 
attention and guidance. 
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“Completing my Masters has been the 

most rewarding of my academic achieve-

ments. Discussions in classes were  

stimulating, and I enjoyed getting to 

know a group of peers who will do great 

things in their respective fields. I am glad 

that the professors pushed and encour-

aged me to do the best work I could  

possibly do.”

“The challenge and stimulation of  

researching, writing, and revising a  

thesis greatly enhanced what was  

already a rewarding educational experi-

ence. I was accepted into a PhD program, 

and I plan to begin my doctoral studies 

there by expanding the work on Enlight-

enment and religion I started while at 

UCA. UCA history professors have a  

genuine concern for the academic and 

vocational success of their students.”

See more graduate profiles: uca.edu/history/graduate-profiles

What our graduates are saying: 

Graduates of our program have gone on to PhD programs 
and successful careers. They have consistently celebrated 
the dedication of the faculty to each student’s success and 
the faculty’s wide range of faculty research interests.


