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Each semester, Phi Alpha Theta sends
its members into classrooms to
encourage students to seek
membership. These classroom visitors
speak about the academic, social, and
professional functions of the society,
demonstrating its appeal to any
potential new member.

In fall, 2011, Phi Alpha The s k'
initiated six new members in v
the traditional society

ceremony. At this event, former
and new members shared in
their respect for history, their
commitment to maintaining

the purity of the historical
method, and their dedication
to each other and the society.




Want to pass your
history exams?

Come to two free study skills workshops, brought to you by UCA’s History
Honor Society (Phi Alpha Theta).
We will tell you all the secrets to passing your tests.*

Wednesday, February 8 @ 3pm
Thursday, February 9 @ 4pm

Irby 215

*Phi Alpha Theta holds no liability for attendees’ test grades
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students in the processes of historical study.
To work toward that goal, we conducted a
series of study skills workshops in which
qualified Phil Alpha Theta members
presented on topics such as neti@king,
general study skills, writing good
|dentification terms on exams, and
constructing effective essays. During and
after each presentation, we opened the floor
for questions from attendees. This was one
of our most popular outreach programs. We
hosted six workshops on September@22,
November 3éDecember 1, and February®s
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This year, Phi Alpha Theta was in
charge of the history booth at the
al 22NXQa ClFANdD | O2YJrA
members worked to create a new
display, including a presentation
board and a digital introduction to
the department and faculty. They
also created flyers discussing career
opportunities for history majors as
well as socialization and
professionalization groups connecte
with the history department. The
theme of the presentation was
fighting against common myths
connected with history majors.

Phi Alpha
heta flyer
handed out at
the Majors
Fair



FIVE MYTHS OF HISTORY MAJORS:

1. YOULL END UP WORKING AT MCDONALDS!
2. YOU MUST BE BORING!

3. YOU HAVE A RECORD PLAYER INSTEAD OF AN
[POD!

4. YOU'LL ALWAYS BE POOR!

5 YOURE STUDYING MATERIAL THAT ISN'T
EVEN RELEVANT ANYMORE!

ASK US WHY THESE AREN’T TRUE!

Our display included flyers on rolled
up yellow paper, contained in
McDonalds fry boxes. This provided
talking point to draw in passerby
students and an opportunity to send
them away with concrete information
in their hands




Our display won
Honorable Mention!

Amy committed
completely to the
event . She dressed up
as an American
frontier woman, Y
drawing a large . =~ > f S
number of students to / B W el R AENTION

our display.



Homecoming Court

On October 24, 2011, Phi
Alpha Theta elected
Amber Westbrook to the
Homecoming Court.
Amber Is a history
education major and
active Phi Alpha Theta
member. Phi Alpha Theta
was the only
departmental honors
society represented on
the Homecoming Court.




Annual Book SaseskLindr:

October 2728, 2011

Each year, Phi Alpha Theta holdg
book sale outside the history
office. Professors and students
contribute by donating fiction and
nonfiction books. In recent years,
we have expanded the sale to
Include other forms of media such
as CDs, Video Tapes, and DVDs .
The book sale serves to raise
funds for yearly activities and the
purchase of honors cords for
gualifying active members. It also
provides an excellent opportunity
for interaction between faculty,
Phi Alpha Theta members, and
potential future members.



Following longstanding tradition, Phi
Alpha Theta invited a professor to choose
and present a historically relevant movie
at a society sponsored movie night. This
semester, we invited our own CRuswick
gK2 OK2aS a¢KS 51 &
{OAfTEZ¢ | aOASYyOS 7
1951. With his guidance, we discussed the
Cold War fears displayed in the movie, as
well as the religious undertones of the
characters.
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At the end of
each semester,
faculty and

students get

Nt

socialize and
celebrate the
coming break.

together to eat, -

At Zaza
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In the spring, our secretary,

Ty Hendricks, began his tull
time teaching internship and
~was no longer able to serve.
The soclety elected Garrett

Wright in his place.




After the ceremony, old and new members
talked and enjoyed refreshments.
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In the spring, we initiated five new
members. Pictured above are the
two new students who were able
to attend the initiation ceremony.
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The University of Central Arkansas was
honored to host the Phi Alpha Theta 2012
Regional Conference. The Mu Chapter
faculty advisors, Dr. MichaBlosenowand
Dr. BrentRuswick put in many hours
handling the planning of the event,
including the paper submission process.
Members lent theirsupport by volunteering
on the day of the
conference. Students
handled registration,
technical setup,
photography and other
tasks throughout the day

The Mu Chapter had five
members deliver paper
presentations: Nathan
Robbins (pictured),
Garrett Wright, Erin

. Hope, Laura Choate, anc
‘,\Univcrsil'y of Central Arkansas . James Nash.
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Getting to Know You...




Graduate School Forum

April 15, 2012

S —————

oing to Grad School?

WE CANT CHOOSE

GRAD SCHOOLS BASED

ON HOW GOOD THER YEAN, | GUESS
WEATHER IS YOURE RIGHT...

As the school year drew to a close, P
Alpha Theta held a forum to help stude
determine what characteristics to look
in a graduate program, how to apply,
what to expect once enrolled. Two Phi
Alpha Theta members sat on the pane

come to the

History Graduate School Forum
A roundtable event hosted by UCA’s Hlstory
Honor Society (Phi Alpha Theta) to help pre-
pare history students for the graduate school
application process.

Laura Choate, a current graduate stud
at UCA, and Garrett Wright, a graduati
senior accepted to a graduate progra

North Carolina. Joining them was facu
advisor, Dr. BrenRuswick and Dr. Wenc
Castro, the graduate coordinator at UC

Tuesday, April 10
X-period (1:40-2:30)
Irby 115
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Dr. David Neilson, who focuses on Asian
studies and has a particular interest in film,
AaK28SR a5SLJ NIl dzNB & €
final movie night of the year. The movie,
which focuses on a character who
accidentally finds himself employed as an
undertaker, explores ageld film themes
such as the contrast between tradition and
modernity. Dr. Neilson also emphasized

G6KS FTAf YQa
western cultures.
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ACADEMY AWARD® WINNER
BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM

JAPAN ACA
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Bost Picture « Bog Direct
or
Bost Actor « Bogy Scroenplay
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revolutio,

Reaction

April 21, 2012




April 29, 2012

End of the Semester AT
PHI ALPHA

Event ‘ H

Honors

¢KAa ALINAYIQa Sy
the semester get e &
together doubled as
a goodbye to Dr.
RuswickWe
bestowed crazy
socks, sidewalk
chalk, travel game
books, and a framed
plagque as gestures
of appreciation for
his dedicated service

to the society.

Dr. Brent Ruswick
for his




Departmental Awards

Phi Alpha Theta members swept the annual departmental awards, winning four out of five offerec

Garrett Wright¢ Outstanding Undergraduate

James Nash Outstanding Public History Intern
Amber Westbrool¢ Outstanding Student Teact
Laura Choate Outstanding Public History Inter

Erin Hopeg Ophelia Fish Award
(Best Undergraduate Paper)



