General Criteriafor Essay Grades

A paper: Perhaps the principal characteristihiefA paper is its rich content; the informatiodedivers makes the
reader feel significantly taught by the author teene after sentence, paragraph after paragrapé ATpaper is
also marked by stylistic finesse: the title andrope paragraph are engaging; the transitions af;ahe phrasing
is tight, fresh, and highly specific; the sentestracture is varied; the tone enhances the papenoses. Finally,
the A paper, because of its careful organizatiahfat development, imparts a feeling of wholenasd unusual
clarity. Not surprisingly, then, it leaves thedeafeeling bright, thoroughly satisfied, and eagereread the piece.

B paper: It is significantly more than competeBesides being almost free of mechanical erroesBtipaper
delivers substantial information--that is, substdnit both quantity and interest. Its specifiére are logically
ordered, well developed, and unified around a abeganizing principle that is apparent early in fpiager. The
opening paragraph draws the reader in; the clqsamggraph is both conclusive and thematically eelab the
opening. The transitions between paragraphs athdéanost part smooth, the sentence structuresipigly varied.
The diction of the B paper is typically much moomcise and precise than that found in the C pafercasionally,
it even shows distinctiveness--that is, finesseraathorableness. On the whole, then, a B papersrthkeeading
experience pleasant, for it offers substantialrimfation with few distractions.

C paper: It is generally competent--it meets tt@gnment, has few mechanical errors, and is redbpmell
organized and developed. The actual informatialelitzers, however, seems thin and commonplacee réason
for that impression is that the ideas are typicadigt in the form of vague generalities--genegdithat prompt the
confused reader to ask marginally: "In every cas#&Xactly how large?" "Why?" "But how many?" Nt is the
evidence that supports this claim?” Stylisticalig C paper has other shortcomings as well: thainggaragraph
does little to draw the reader in; the final paggr offers only a perfunctory wrap-up; the transis between
paragraphs are often bumpy; the sentences, bdsiitas a bit choppy, tend to follow a predictabld &mus
monotonous subject-verb-object pattern; and thiodiés occasionally marred by unconscious remetg]
redundancy, and imprecision. The C paper, theilgittgets the job done, lacks both imaginatiod artellectual
rigor, and thus does not invite a rereading.

D paper: lIts treatment and development of theesutilgire as yet only rudimentary. While organizat®present, it
is neither clear nor effective. Sentences areugatly awkward, ambiguous, and marred by serioushargcal
errors. Evidence of careful revision and proofiegds scanty or nonexistent. The whole piecdaat, often gives
the impression of having been conceived and writtdraste.

F paper: Its treatment of its subject is supeafjdts theme lacks discernible organization; itsse is garbled or
stylistically primitive. Mechanical errors are figent. In short, the ideas, organization, ancesgll far below
what is acceptable college writing.



