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A message from Dean Reese

SIGNs
Significant & Important Good News

Exciting things are happening in the College of Health and
Behavioral Sciences at UCA! In May, the Department of
Communication Sciences and Disorders (CSD), the School of
Nursing, the Nabholz Simulation Center, and the Office of the
Dean, moved into the new Integrated Health Sciences
Building. While the Grand Opening of the building is not until
August, students in CSD already are seeing patients in the
Speech Language Hearing Center. Our classrooms and
student spaces are busy as students from CSD and
Occupational Therapy benefit from modern classroom
spaces. In July, we’ll have even more activity here as we
welcome students from the School of Nursing back to
campus.

On the heels of the opening of the Integrated Health Sciences Building, we are embarking on
renovation of the Doyne Health Sciences Center, housing the Departments of Exercise and Sport
Science, Health Sciences, and Occupational Therapy. Plans for the renovation include adding
laboratory spaces for programs in athletic training and occupational therapy, modernizing
classroom spaces, and creating additional spaces for advising, conferencing and studying.
Renovation is scheduled to begin this summer.

I hope to see you at the Grand Opening for the Integrated Health Sciences Building on August
13th beginning at 1:30 p.m. Following the official ceremony, we will be conducting tours of the
new facility, and we would love to show you the spaces for learning we have created for our
students! Please come and join us as we celebrate this new space and the opportunities it
represents to bring all our students together to impact the health of Arkansans!

Nancy Berryman Reese, PhD, PT, MHSA
Dean, College of Health and Behavioral Sciences
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School of Nursing receives high praise for work
administering COVID Vaccines

"I am proud to be a part of the College of Health and

Behavioral Sciences and the way UCA was represented

in the vaccination process with the UCA Nursing Dept.

along with Conway Regional."

 

"During both of the vaccinations I received, the

faculty/staff/students were very organized, professional

and upbeat."

Nursing Students in the Community Health

courses gave over 12,000 COVID vaccinations

and gave over 1300 hours of service to Conway

Regional and Conway Baptist Hospitals. 

SON faculty also donated many hours of

service giving vaccines and supervising

students. The SON faculty and staff are proud

of the efforts put forth by our faculty and

students for the wellness and safety of our

community.

The COVID vaccination data reflects dates 1/26-4/9 where students
provided injections with faculty oversight and support.

 **The student and faculty numbers involved actual numbers present
per day; the student and faculty numbers are per body present and
not identified by each unique student or faculty member.
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Hershila Lailu, Occupational Therapy student, was
accepted into the Summer Institute for Future Scientists
program offered through the American Occupational
Therapy Association and American Occupational Therapy
Foundation. The program participants will have the
opportunity to work with other student scientists, along
with doctoral and postdoctoral mentors. In addition the
participants will also be invited to attend the Virtual
Occupational Therapy Summit of Scholars hosted by
Colorado State University. The purpose of the Institute is
threefold: (1) to identify potential scientists in entry-level
education programs; (2) to connect potential entry-level
scientists with mentors in the occupational therapy
scientific community; and (3) to develop a peer network.

Dr. John Murphy, Psychology & Counseling, has been
appointed by the Arkansas Governor’s Office to serve on
an interdisciplinary statewide working group that will
coordinate with similar groups from several states to
generate best practices in providing equitable
community/school-based child and family mental health
services during and beyond COVID-19. These working
groups were initiated by the National Governors
Association Center for Best Practices in response to
increased reports of fear, anxiety, trauma, isolation and
stress during COVID-19, as well as growing public concern
about economic instability and racial inequities.

Lisa Ray, Drs. Stephanie Rose (left: top left) and Marlo Lowe (left:
bottom right), Health Sciences, contributed to the BS in Addiction
Studies Substance Abuse Counseling Degree being named #9 Best
Value for Online Colleges for Return on Investment Ranking in
2021. 

Additionally, the University of Central Arkansas has been ranked
#10 among the Best Colleges/Universities for the Bachelor's Degree
in Addiction Studies, Department of Health Sciences. This honor
originated with The Addiction Counselor, San Diego, California. 

Nutrition & Family Sciences
received the rank of #23 on
Best Bachelor’s Degree
Program in Nutrition by
Study.com. 
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