
Arkansas Leaders Consortium 
March 30, 2022

Creating Connected 
Communities



Presenters

Dave Roberts
Sr. Vice President

Planning
Crafton Tull

Bethany Hildebrand
President & CEO

Stuttgart Chamber of 
Commerce

Jordyn Williams
Sr. Program Associate

U.S. Programs
Winrock International



USDA Rural Placemaking Innovation 
Challenge

Jordyn Williams
Sr. Program Associate

U.S. Programs
Winrock International



Placemaking 
Implementation

Broadband 
Assessments

Placemaking Planning 
and Development

Implementation 
Seed Fund

Goal:
To capitalize on local 
community assets 
and potential through 
the creation of 
quality public spaces 
that contribute to the 
community’s social, 
physical and 
economic well-being.
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Local Community 
Context 

Project Partners 
and Technical 

Expertise
Regionalism



Project Partners

Crafton Tull
• Master 

Bicycle-
Pedestrian 
Plan

• Steering 
Committee, 
Public Forums

UAMS SPAN
• Master 

Bicycle-
Pedestrian 
Plan

• Walk Action 
Institute

USDA Rural 
Development

• Connections to 
other federal 
partners and 
programs

Thrive
• Wayfinding 

signage 
design

• Crosswalk art
• Public murals
• Informational 

map design



Regionalism

• Develop Hub 
Community network 
along USBR80

• Opportunity to build 
connections with 
leaders in other 
communities

• Foster learning and 
mentorship 

Lonoke
England
Stuttgart

Helena-West Helena



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY
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LEVERAGING STATE INITIATIVES



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

INTRODUCTION

Photo Source: Arkansas Media Room

80



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

INTRODUCTION

Photo Source: Arkansas Media Room



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

HUB COMMUNITIES CRITERIA



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

ROUTES

Photo Source: Arkansas Media Room



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

FIELD VERIFICATION: ROUTES 

Bridge Widths

Shoulder Widths     and 
Condition

Special Considerations



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

FIELD VERIFICATION: AMENITIES

Downtowns

Health Facilities

Rural Services

Camping



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

FIELD VERIFICATION: CONNECTIONS
• Big River 

Trail

• Mississippi 
River Trail

• Harahan 
Bridge

• Clinton 
Presidential 
Park Bridge

• Arkansas 
River Trail

• Proposed 
USBR 
TransAmeric
a Link

• Statewide 
Priority Bike 
Routes



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

SELECTED ROUTE: SOUTHERN



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

PROOFING RIDE



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

PROOFING RIDE



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

NEXT STEPS: USBR DESIGNATION

 Partnerships with 
Municipalities and 
Counties along route

 Secure State & Local 
Resolutions of 
Support

• Apply for USBR 
Designation to 
AASHTO

• Roll-out Hub 
Communities Program



USBR 80 FEASIBILITY STUDY

INTRODUCTION

Project Team

Commissioned Feasibility Study

Project Partner

Project Partner

Consultant

Department of Parks, Heritage, 
and Tourism



Collaboration for Success

Bethany Hildebrand
President & CEO

Stuttgart Chamber of 
Commerce



Built Environment Technical Assistance “Flow”

Walk Audits

Pop-Up Pilots

Park Planning

Master Bike-Ped Plans



Stuttgart, Arkansas Walk Audit: June 2, 2020



Stuttgart, Arkansas Pop-up Pocket Park: May 28, 2021



Stuttgart, Arkansas Downtown Revitalization



Stuttgart, Arkansas Pop-up Crosswalks: May 28, 2021



Stuttgart, Arkansas Pedestrian Safety



Stuttgart, Arkansas Park Planning for Outdoor 
Recreation Grant: Summer 2021



Stuttgart, Arkansas Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan: 
September 2021

Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Health Outcomes 
• How long people live

• How healthy they feel while alive

Arkansas County: #47 /75
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/app/arkansas



Questions and Discussion
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