
 
Workforce Strategies for a Thriving Region: Healthcare 

September 24 | 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The Collaborative in Bentonville 

 
8:30 - 9:00 a.m.   Networking, Check In, & Breakfast 
 
9:00 - 9:15 a.m.  Welcome 

● Dr. Tara Dryer of the University of Arkansas 
● Dr. Chett Daniel of Crowder College 

 
9:15 - 9:45 a.m.  AI and the Healthcare Workforce: What Does the Data  

Tell Us? 
    Nicole Summers-Gabr of the Federal Reserve Bank of St.  

Louis 
    
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.   The State of Healthcare Workforce Panel 

Moderator:  
● Matuschka Lindo Briggs of the Federal Reserve  

Bank of St. Louis 
 
Panelists: 

● Dr. Richard Schooler of Kansas City University  
● Jeremy Drinkwitz of Mercy Joplin Communities 
● Dr. Pearl McElfish of the University of Arkansas for Medical 

Sciences  
● Stefanie Pawluk of the NWA Council 
● Dr. Sarah Bemis of the Heartland Whole Health Institute 

10:45 - 11:00 a.m.   Break 
 
11:00 - 12:00 p.m.   Spotlights in Healthcare 

● Edie Stewart of Goodwill Arkansas 
● Carol Moralez of UpSkill NWA 

 
12:15  - 12:30 p.m.             Group Work: Identifying Gaps and Current Resources 
 
12:30 - 1:00 p.m.               Lunch & Networking 

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/4c41ce76/H7-0vBheq0_mRXDOHcyzrA?u=https://www.stlouisfed.org/community-development/staff-directory/nicole-summers-gabr
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/b1f495b0/3kGa3MyUc0aqF79Ee3Hhkw?u=https://www.stlouisfed.org/about-us/leadership-governance/bank-officers/executive-bios/matuschka-briggs

