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T h o s e  w h o  s u p p o r t e d  P r o h i b i t i o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  A m e r i c a n s  w e r e

b a n n e d  f r o m  d r i n k i n g  a l c o h o l  t h a t  a l c o h o l  c o n s u m p t i o n  w o u l d  d e c l i n e

a n d  t h a t  f e w e r  h u s b a n d s  w o u l d  b e  a b u s i v e  t o w a r d  t h e i r  w i v e s .  T h e

b e n e f i t s  o f  b a n n i n g  a l c o h o l  s e e m e d  e n d l e s s  t o  r e f o r m e r s .  T h e  c o s t s ,

t h e y  b e l i e v e d  w e r e  l o w .  T h e s e  a r g u m e n t s  w e r e  b a s e d  o n  a  f e w

a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  h u m a n  b e h a v i o r : t h a t  A m e r i c a n s  w o u l d  a c t u a l l y

q u i t  d r i n k i n g  a l c o h o l  a n d  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o

e f f e c t i v e l y  e n f o r c e  P r o h i b i t i o n .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  w e r e  t r u e .  I n

f a c t ,  P r o h i b i t i o n  l e d  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e v e l s  o f  n e w  c o r r u p t i o n  a s

“ e v e r y o n e  f r o m  m a j o r  p o l i t i c i a n s  t o  t h e  c o p  o n  t h e  b e a t  t o o k  b r i b e s

f r o m  b o o t l e g g e r s ,  m o o n s h i n e r s ,  c r i m e  b o s s e s ,  a n d  o w n e r s  o f

s p e a k e a s i e s . ” 4

SUPPORTERS OF PROHIBITION S t u d e n t s  w i l l  c r i t i q u e  t h e

a r g u m e n t s  f o r  a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e

1 8 t h  a m e n d m e n t  u s i n g  p r i m a r y

s o u r c e  d o c u m e n t s .  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  a n a l y z e  h i s t o r i c a l

d a t a  t o  d e v e l o p  a r g u m e n t s  a b o u t

t h e  i m p a c t s  o f  P r o h i b i t i o n .

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  j u s t i f y  t h e  r e p e a l  o f

t h e  1 8 t h  a m e n d m e n t .

W h o  w e r e  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  a n d

o p p o n e n t s  o f  P r o h i b i t i o n ?

W h a t  w e r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  o u t c o m e s

o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  1 8 t h

A m e n d m e n t ?

W h y  w a s  t h e  1 8 t h  A m e n d m e n t

r e p e a l e d ?

For a look at prohibition’s origins see Ronald G. Walters, American Reformers: 1815-1860 (New York: Hill and

Wang, 1997), 125-146.

“18th Amendment” Accessible at: https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxviii

Mark Thornton, “Alcohol Prohibition was a Failure,” Cato Institute Policy Analysis No. 157. July 17, 1991, 1.

Accessible at: https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/pa157.pdf

Mark Thornton, “Alcohol Prohibition was a Failure,” Cato Institute Policy Analysis No. 157. July 17, 1991, 8.

Accessible at: https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/pa157.pdf
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INTRODUCTION

R e f o r m e r s  h a d  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  a l c o h o l  i n  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y . 1  T h e y  w e r e

s u c c e s s f u l  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  w i t h  v a r i o u s  s t a t e s  b a n n i n g  t h e

p r o d u c t i o n ,  s a l e ,  a n d  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  a l c o h o l  i n  t h e  m i d - 1 9 t h  C e n t u r y .

T h e  p i n n a c l e  o f  t h e i r  s u c c e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  c a m e  i n  1 9 1 9    w h e n  C o n g r e s s

r a t i f i e d  t h e  1 8 t h  A m e n d m e n t  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t e d  “ t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  s a l e ,

o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r s  w i t h i n ,  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n

t h e r e o f  i n t o ,  o r  t h e  e x p o r t a t i o n  t h e r e o f  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ”  a n d

a l l  h e r  t e r r i t o r i e s . 2  E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  b e g a n  i n  J a n u a r y

o f  1 9 2 0 .

S u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  h o p e d  t h a t  b y  b a n n i n g  a l c o h o l  A m e r i c a n

s o c i e t y  w o u l d  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p r o v e d .  T h e y  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e

a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  “ r e d u c e  c r i m e  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n ,  s o l v e  s o c i a l

p r o b l e m s ,  r e d u c e  t h e  t a x  b u r d e n  c r e a t e d  b y  p r i s o n s  a n d  p o o r h o u s e s ,

a n d  i m p r o v e  h e a l t h  a n d  h y g i e n e  i n  A m e r i c a . ” 3  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  n e v e r

e n j o y e d  a n y  o f  t h e s e  b e n e f i t s .  T h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  a l c o h o l  l e d  t o  a n

a r r a y  o f  u n i n t e n d e d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i n c l u d i n g  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  c r i m e  a n d

c o r r u p t i o n ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r i s o n e r s ,  a n d  a  d e c l i n e  i n  A m e r i c a n s '

h e a l t h .  P r o h i b i t i o n  d i d  n o t  e n d  u p  b e i n g  a  s i l v e r  b u l l e t  t o  s o l v e

A m e r i c a ’ s  p r o b l e m s .  I n d e e d ,  i t  c r e a t e d  m a n y  m o r e  p r o b l e m s  t h a n  i t

f i x e d .

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

NOTES:



5. Richard Cowan, “How the Narcs Created Crack,” National Review, December 5, 1986, 30-31.
6. Mark Thornton, “Alcohol Prohibition was a Failure,” Cato Institute Policy Analysis No. 157. July 17, 1991, 2. Accessible at:
https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/pa157.pdf
7. Mark Thornton, “Alcohol Prohibition was a Failure,” Cato Institute Policy Analysis No. 157. July 17, 1991, 2-3. Accessible at:
https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/pa157.pdf
8. As cited in Thornton. Thomas M. Coffey, The Long Thirst: Prohibition in America, 1920-1933 (New York: W.W. Norton, 1975),
196-198.
9. Clark Warburton, The Economic Results of Prohibition (New York: Columbia University Press, 1932), 221.
10. As quoted in Thornton, 5 and in Michael Woodiwiss’s Crimes, Crusaders and Corruption: Prohibitions in the United States,
1900-1987 (London: Pinter Publishers, 1988), 6
11. “The Fight Against ‘Demon Rum,’” Accessed at https://www.ushistory.org/us/46b.asp
12. Jeremy Horpedahl, “Arkansas’ Alcohol Fight: Bootleggers, Baptists, and Ballots,” May 24, 2020. Accessed at
https://uca.edu/business/2020/05/24/arkansas-alcohol-fight-bootleggers-baptists-ballots/

B e f o r e  P r o h i b i t i o n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  p u r c h a s e d  b e e r  a n d  s p i r i t s  a t

r o u g h l y  e q u a l  r a t e s .  A f t e r  t h e  b a n  o n  a l c o h o l ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  t u r n e d  t o

b e v e r a g e s  w i t h  a  h i g h e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  a l c o h o l .  D u e  t o  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y

o f  a l c o h o l ,  a  b l a c k  m a r k e t  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a n d  s a l e

o f  a l c o h o l  e m e r g e d .  I t  w a s  m o r e  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  s h i p  d i s t i l l e d  s p i r i t s

r a t h e r  t h a n  b u l k y  a n d  w e a k e r  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  b e e r .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,

b o o t l e g g e r s  e m e r g e d  w h o  p r o v i d e d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  w i t h  s t r o n g e r

a l c o h o l  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  c o n s u m i n g  p r i o r  t o  P r o h i b i t i o n .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s o m e  A m e r i c a n s  t u r n e d  t o  p r o d u c i n g  t h e i r  o w n  l i q u o r  –

m o o n s h i n e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h o r n t o n ,  “ t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  m o o n s h i n e

d u r i n g  P r o h i b i t i o n  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  a n  a r m y  o f  a m a t e u r s  a n d  o f t e n

r e s u l t e d  i n  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  c o u l d  h a r m  o r  k i l l  t h e  c o n s u m e r . ” 7  I n d e e d ,

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  A m e r i c a n s  w h o  d i e d  f r o m  a l c o h o l  p o i s o n i n g  i n c r e a s e d

b y  a l m o s t  f o u r  t i m e s  f r o m  1 , 0 6 4  d e a t h s  i n  1 9 2 0  t o  4 , 1 5 4  d e a t h s  i n

1 9 2 5 . 8  S u p p o r t e r s  o f  P r o h i b i t i o n  c l a i m e d  t h a t  o n c e  i m p l e m e n t e d ,

A m e r i c a n s  w o u l d  s e e  h e a l t h  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  c o n s u m i n g  l e s s  a l c o h o l .

W h i l e  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d ,  s u c h  r e f o r m e r s  d i d  n o t

a c c o u n t  f o r  h o w  h u m a n s  w o u l d  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  b a n n i n g  o f  a l c o h o l .

I n d e e d ,  t h e r e  i s  “ n o  s t a t i s t i c a l  e v i d e n c e ”  t h a t  P r o h i b i t i o n  i m p r o v e d

p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a t  a l l . 9

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  a d v o c a t e s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  d r o p  i n  a l c o h o l

c o n s u m p t i o n  w a s  t e m p o r a r y  a n d  A m e r i c a n s  a l s o  t u r n e d  t o  m o r e  p o t e n t

f o r m s  o f  l i q u o r .  R i c h a r d  C o w a n  h a s  l a b e l e d  t h i s  t h e  “ i r o n  l a w  o f

p r o h i b i t i o n . ” 5  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  l a w ,  w h e n  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o h i b i t s

a l c o h o l  ( o r  o t h e r  d r u g s )  “ t h e y  b e c o m e  m o r e  p o t e n t ,  w i l l  h a v e  g r e a t e r

v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  p o t e n c y ,  w i l l  b e  a d u l t e r a t e d  w i t h  u n k n o w n  o r  d a n g e r o u s

s u b s t a n c e s ,  a n d  w i l l  n o t  b e  p r o d u c e d  a n d  c o n s u m e d  u n d e r  n o r m a l

m a r k e t  c o n s t r a i n t s . ” 6

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  P r o h i b i t i o n  a l s o  c l a i m e d  t h a t  b a n n i n g  a l c o h o l  w o u l d

d e c r e a s e  c r i m e  a n d  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  A m e r i c a n s  i n  p r i s o n .  T h e

R e v e r e n d  B i l l y  S u n d a y ,  t h e  f a m e d  A m e r i c a n  e v a n g e l i s t ,  p r o m i s e d

c r o w d s  t h a t  a m a z i n g  r e s u l t s  w o u l d  f l o w  f r o m  P r o h i b i t i o n :

" T h e  r e i g n  o f  t e a r s  i s  o v e r .  T h e  s l u m s  w i l l  s o o n  b e  a  m e m o r y .  W e  w i l l

t u r n  o u r  p r i s o n s  i n t o  f a c t o r i e s  a n d  o u r  j a i l s  i n t o  s t o r e h o u s e s  a n d

c o r n c r i b s .  M e n  w i l l  w a l k  u p r i g h t  n o w ,  w o m e n  w i l l  s m i l e  a n d  c h i l d r e n

w i l l  l a u g h .  H e l l  w i l l  f o r e v e r  b e  f o r  r e n t . "  1 0

S u n d a y  w a s  n o t  a l o n e  i n  h i s  l o f t y  p r o m i s e s .  T e m p e r a n c e  a d v o c a t e s  h a d

p r o m i s e d  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h a t  b a n n i n g  “ D e m o n  R u m ”  w o u l d

c u r e  d i s e a s e  a n d  i m p r o v e  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  s o c i e t y . 1 1

HOW DID PROHIBITION

AFFECT ARKANSANS?

Like many southern states, Arkansas
was a hotbed for prohibition. Indeed,
sixty-six of its seventy-five counties
were dry in 1915. In that year,
Arkansas approved state-wide
prohibition. As such, national
prohibition did not bring about
dramatic changes in Arkansas. Like
other prohibition states it already had
enforcement mechanisms in place and
had likely already developed a black
market for the manufacturing and sale
of liquor prior to 1920. 

Once prohibition was repealed by the
21 st Amendment, the regulation of
alcohol returned to the states.
Arkansas passed legislation in 1935
that made all counties in the state wet
and required thirty-five percent of the
registered voters in the county to
provide signatures in order to get
prohibition for their county on the
ballot. In 1942, the percentage of
signatures needed was dropped to
fifteen percent and by 1944 eighteen
counties voted for prohibition. 

Today thirty-four counties in Arkansas
are dry and the sale of alcohol is
prohibited state-wide on Sundays. 12

CONSEQUENCES OF PROHIBITION



F a r  f r o m  d e c r e a s i n g  c r i m e  a n d  e m p t y i n g  t h e  p r i s o n s ,

P r o h i b i t i o n  d i d  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  P r i s o n s  w e r e  q u i c k l y  f i l l e d  t o

c a p a c i t y  a s  n o r m a l  b e h a v i o r  w a s  o u t l a w e d  a n d  t h e  e m e r g e n c e

o f  t h e  M a f i a  a n d  s t r e e t  g a n g s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  s e r i o u s

c r i m e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  h o m i c i d e  r a t e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  7 8

p e r c e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 s .  S o c i o l o g i s t  J o h n  P a n d i a n i  n o t e s  t h a t

“ a  m a j o r  w a v e  o f  c r i m e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e g u n  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e

m i d  1 9 2 0 s  [ a n d ]  i n c r e a s e d  c o n t i n u a l l y  u n t i l  1 9 3 3 … w h e n  i t

m y s t e r i o u s l y  r e v e r s e d  i t s e l f . ” 1 4  A s  P a n d i a n i  a n d  o t h e r s

p r o b a b l y  r e a l i z e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  m y s t e r y  a s  t o  w h y  c r i m e  w e n t

d o w n  a f t e r  1 9 3 3 :  i t  w a s  b e c a u s e  P r o h i b i t i o n  w a s  r e p e a l e d  b y

t h e  T w e n t y - F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t  t h a t  y e a r . 1 5  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t

P r o h i b i t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  c r i m e .  T h o r n t o n  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  “ t h e

m o s t  t e l l i n g  s i g n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s e r i o u s  c r i m e  a n d

P r o h i b i t i o n  w a s  t h e  d r a m a t i c  r e v e r s a l  i n  t h e  r a t e s  f o r  r o b b e r y ,

b u r g l a r y ,  m u r d e r ,  a n d  a s s a u l t  w h e n  P r o h i b i t i o n  w a s  r e p e a l e d  i n

1 9 3 3 . ” 1 6

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e m e m b e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  P r o h i b i t i o n  d i d n ’ t

r e p e a l  i t s e l f .  I t  t o o k  a  m o t i v a t e d  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  a n d

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  g e t  t h e  1 8 t h  A m e n d m e n t  r e p e a l e d .  T w o  o f  t h e

m o s t  a c t i v e  g r o u p s  w e r e  t h e  W o m e n ’ s  O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r

N a t i o n a l  P r o h i b i t i o n  R e f o r m  ( w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  o v e r  a  m i l l i o n

m e m b e r s )  a n d  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  A g a i n s t  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n

A m e n d m e n t .  T h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r g u e d  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  h a d

c r e a t e d  a n  i n t r u s i v e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  l a w

a n d  t h a t  A m e r i c a n ’ s  c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  w e r e  b e i n g  v i o l a t e d .  T h e

s u p p o r t e r s  o f  r e p e a l  a l s o  a r g u e d  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  h a d  p r o v e n

t o  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  e n f o r c e  a n d  t h a t  i t  h a d  a c t u a l l y  l e d  t o

i n c r e a s e d  c r i m e .  F u r t h e r  t h e y  f e a r e d    t h a t  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f

u n j u s t  l a w s  ( s u c h  a s  p r o h i b i t i o n )  w o u l d  l e a d  t o  a  g e n e r a l

d i s r e s p e c t  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  e r o d  t h e  r u l e  o f  l a w .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e

p r o - r e p e a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  h a d  n o t

r e s u l t e d  i n  i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e s .  I n d e e d ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e

G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n  t h e  o p p o n e n t s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  a r g u e d  t h a t

r e p e a l  w o u l d  b r i n g  i n  m u c h  n e e d e d  r e v e n u e .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  d e c r e a s i n g  c r i m e  a n d  r e n d e r i n g  t h e

p r i s o n s  u s e l e s s ,  P r o h i b i t i o n  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  f a i l u r e .  M o b  b o s s e s ,  l i k e  A l

C a p o n e  m a d e  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  a  y e a r  b o o t l e g g i n g  l i q u o r  i n t o  t h e

c o u n t r y .  T h e  i l l e g a l i t y  o f  a l c o h o l  a l s o  l e d  t o  t h e  r i s e  o f  s p e a k e a s i e s

w h i c h  w e r e  s e c r e t  b a r s  a n d  n i g h t c l u b s  w h e r e  A m e r i c a n s  ( e s p e c i a l l y

y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n t r i g u e d  b y  t h e  a l l u r e  o f  i l l e g a l  a l c o h o l )  o f t e n  h a d  t o

p r o v i d e  a  p a s s w o r d  t o  e n t e r . 1 2  A t  s p e a k e a s i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,

A m e r i c a n s  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  a c t  o f  b u y i n g  l i q u o r  w h i l e  t h e y

d a n c e d  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n  a n d  l i s t e n e d  t o  j a z z  m u s i c .  T h e s e  s p e a k e a s i e s

p r o v i d e  u s  t o d a y  w i t h  m a n y  o f  t h e  m o s t  i c o n i c  i m a g e s  o f  t h e  d e c a d e

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  F l a p p e r . 1 3

12.  For more on speakeasies consult: http://www.american-historama.org/1913-1928-ww1-prohibition-
era/speakeasies.html
13. For more on Flappers see Emily Spivack’s “The History of the Flapper, Part 1: A Call for Freedom,” Smithsonian Magazine,
February 5, 2013. Accessed at: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/the-history-of-the-flapper-part-1-a-call-for-
freedom-11957978/
14. As quoted in Thornton. John A. Pandiani, “The Crime Control Corps: An Invisible New Deal Program,” British Journal of
Sociology. Vol. 33 (September 1982), 348-358.
15. “Twenty First Amendment” Accessed at: https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxxi
16. Mark Thornton, “Alcohol Prohibition was a Failure,” Cato Institute Policy Analysis No. 157. July 17, 1991, 8. Accessible at:
https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/pa157.pdf

NOTES:

VOCABULARY:

UNINTENDED

CONSEQUENCES

The law of unintended consequences
means that actions of individuals,
groups, or institutions will always have
effects that are unanticipated or
unintended. Although we try to plan
out situations and predict outcomes,
there is always the possibility of
outcomes that do not match with those
plans.

Prohibition is one historical case study
of unintended consequences, but any
time students are exploring a policy
position, there are unintended
consequences to explore.



T h r o u g h  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  g e n e r a l  d i s i l l u s i o n

w i t h  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  t h e  2 1 s t  A m e n d m e n t  w a s  r a t i f i e d  i n

1 9 3 3 . 1 7

CONCLUSION

P r o h i b i t i o n  p r o v i d e s  e c o n o m i s t s  a n d  h i s t o r i a n s  w i t h  a

p e r f e c t  r e a l - w o r l d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  u n i n t e n d e d

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  w e l l - m e a n i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y .

B a n n i n g  a l c o h o l  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  d e c r e a s e  a l c o h o l

c o n s u m p t i o n ,  i m p r o v e  h e a l t h ,  r e d u c e  c r i m e ,  i m p r o v e

f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s ,  e m p t y  t h e  p r i s o n s ,  a n d  r e v i t a l i z e

A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y .  I n  r e a l i t y  i t  m a d e  a l c o h o l  m o r e

d a n g e r o u s  t o  c o n s u m e ,  c r e a t e d  b l a c k  m a r k e t s  d o m i n a t e d

b y  m o b s t e r s  l i k e  A l  C a p o n e ,  i n c r e a s e d  c r i m e ,  a n d  m a d e

p r e v i o u s l y  l a w - a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n s  c r i m i n a l s .  P r o h i b i t i o n  w a s

a  d i s m a l  f a i l u r e  a n d  o f f e r s  a  c a u t i o n a r y  t a l e  f o r  t h e

p r e s e n t :  b e  w a r y  a b o u t  t h e  u n i n t e n d e d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f

p o l i c y  p r e s c r i p t i o n s .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  m e d i c i n e  i s  w o r s e

t h a n  t h e  d i s e a s e .

17. David E. Kyvig, Repealing National Prohibition (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1979), xvii. For more
on the role of women in both enacting prohibition and repealing it see Ross Evans Paulson, Women’s
Suffrage and Prohibition: A Comparative Study of Equality and Social Change (Glenview, IL:  Scott,
Foresman & Co., 1973) and Kenneth D. Rose, American Women and the Repeal of Prohibition (New York:
New York University Press, 1996).

NOTES:



PACING GUIDE

CLASS DISCUSSION

EXTENSION OPTIONS

ACTIVITY

INTRODUCTION

Have students respond to the following prompt in short paragraphs or classroom journals:
List a few reasons you think one might support the prohibition of alcohol . Then, list counter claims to the reasons you've developed.

10 MINUTES

ONE ADDITIONAL CLASS PERIOD

10 MINUTES

30 MINUTES

Analyzing Political Cartoons Activity

Option 1:

Hand out political cartoon slips to students. In groups of 3-4, have students review a political cartoon to analyse and discuss with

one another. After all groups have completed their analysis, have one student from each group present information about their

cartoon.

Option 2:

Have political cartoons stationed throughout the classroom. Students will have 5-7 minutes to complete their slips before moving

to the next document station

Option 3:

Cartoons can also be embedded into your presentations. Guide students through each of the images and call on students to

answer things they notice about the cartoons while you take notes of student thoughts on the board and help students make

connections about their observations to the central ideas of the lesson.

As a class, create a "Big Board"chart of supporters and opponents of prohibition? What strategies did individuals use to support their
policy positions? List some of the consequences of prohibition. Discuss as a group the debate surrounding prohibition as well as the
actual effects of the law. To wrap up, have your students explore the question "If Prohibition was popular enough to pass and turn
into a law, why does the data show that the laws were uneffective? 

Many notable Americans played many roles during the Prohibition era, from government officials and social reformers to
bootleggers and crime bosses. What stances did these individuals take? What legal, moral, and ethical questions did they have to
wrestle with? Why were their actions important? In this activity from the Bill of Rights Institute, students explore these questions by
role-playing a historical character from the time period.

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/CAPProbition_DinnerParty2.pdf


NOTE TAKING GUIDE

THE PROHIBITION DEBATE:

KEY TERMS, PEOPLE, AND EVENTS

NAME:

DATE:

CLASS PERIOD:

Unintended consequence:

Temperance: 

Progressive: 

Black market:

Bootlegger:

Al Capone:

Organized Crime :

Cronyism:

The “Iron Law” of Prohibition:

What were some arguments in support of Prohibition? 

Who were the individuals or groups making these arguments? 

Were there any arguments against Prohibition? 

Who were the individuals or groups making these arguments?



EXPLORING THE 18TH & 21ST AMENDMENTS:

What is the purpose of the 18th amendment?

What is the purpose of the 21th amendment?

How much time passed between the 18th amendment’s enactment and it’s repeal?

How did an amendment that was passed through the Constitutional process fail to achieve its goals? 

Why do you think an amendment to ban the manufacture and distribution of liquor was passed instead of an amendment banning the
consumption of liquor?

The Prohibition of Liquor
Passed by Congress December 18,
1917.
Ratified January 16, 1919.

Section One:

“After one year from the ratification
of this article the manufacture, sale,
or transportation of intoxicating
liquors within, the importation
thereof into, or the exportation
thereof from the United States and all
territory subject to the jurisdiction
thereof for beverage purposes is
hereby prohibited.”

18TH:

The Repeal of Prohibition
Passed by Congress February 20,
1933.
Ratified December 5, 1933.

Section One:

“The eighteenth article of amendment
to the Constitution of the United
States is hereby repealed.”

21ST:



ANALYZING POLITICAL CARTOONS

For each cartoon, answer the following:

Who is the author/illustrator of the cartoon?

Where was the cartoon published? 

When was it published?

What message is the artist trying to share?

What images does the author use to convey their message?

What text does the author use to convey their message?



POLITICAL CARTOON ANALYSIS



POLITICAL CARTOON ANALYSIS


