
ARKANSAS STATE GOVERNMENT SPENDING 
Government spending in Arkansas is centralized, with 81.2% of spending at the state 
level. That’s the 5th highest in the nation, well above the national average of 63.3%.
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10,775%

* The "other" category includes: other 
education, unemployment compensation, 
natural resources, workforce development, 
parks and recreation, housing and 
community development, workers' 
compensation, and other spending that 
was not classi�ed by the Census Bureau.

For complete analysis, view the full report, 
There's Nothing Natural about the 
State of Government Spending in Arkansas
mercatus.org/publications/government-spending-arkansas

The views expressed are those of the authors and are not an o�cial statement of the University of Central Arkansas.
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State government spending per person in 2015

State and local government spending per person in 2015

Arkansas spends a greater 
percentage of its 
constituents' personal 
income than 34 other states.
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AR
$7,176
30.4%
37.4%

KS
$6,169
21.4%
33.4%

FL
$4,262
15.4%
29.4%

MO
$5,229
19.1%
31.0%

OK
$6,138
23.8%
33.3%

TX
$4,992
17.7%
31.3%

MS
$7,062
33.2%
45.5%

AL
$6,013
24.3%
36.8%

TN
$4,743

LA
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39.4%
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30.0%
39.4%


