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IDEA
(Word or Phrase)

Theory/Model/
Philosophy

Concept

Principle Scientific Law

Object

Event

Property

Category

Method or
Process

Hypothesis

Opinion

Simple Fact

Postulate
or Axiom

no

no
yes

yes, it makes
a claim

yes

may beno, it does not
make a claim

yes

no no

no

no

no People are born morally
as a blank slate.

Plymouth Rock

Liquid

European

Sorting

Attack on
Pearl Harbor

Eating cold food makes me
more susceptible to colds.

Reading fiction is a
waste of time.

Does it refer to
a broad collection of
logically connected

ideas?

yes

yes

Has it been
confirmed by
experiment or

testing?

Is it assumed
true to provide a
starting point for

reasoning?

Refers to a broad
phenomenon and

conditions under which
it is invariably

observed?

Is it a
proposition?

Does it explain
how or why?

Is it intended
to be tested?

yes


