
Thesis Guidelines for History M.A. Students 
To be used in conjunction with Thesis and Dissertation Preparation Guide 

available on the UCA Graduate School website 
 
 The thesis is the culmination of your work as a Masters student. As such it 
should reflect the skills and knowledge you have accumulated. The following guide 
will provide you with answers to commonly asked questions and specifics regarding 
writing a thesis for the History Department. Please keep in mind that you must have a 
3.5 minimum gpa at the time you enroll in the first thesis class (HIST 6301). If you 
still have questions at the end of this guide, please see the Coordinator of Graduate 
Studies or your thesis advisor. 
 
Step 1: Pick a Topic and Advisor 
 Write about something you are interested in! Your thesis must be an original 
argument or new interpretation on an existing issue. This argument should be clear 
to the reader. You will also need to have a section which discusses the historiography 
of the topic you have chosen. Be sure that it is grounded in primary sources keeping in 
mind that you will need to have access to them. For example, do not pick a topic which 
would require travel to an archive in Mexico unless you know you will be able to go 
there.  
 Once you have decided on a topic, approach the professor in the department who 
would be the logical choice to guide your research and writing and ask if the 
professor would be willing to be your thesis advisor. 
 Each professor is going to deal with their thesis students differently. Will the 
student or the professor set up deadlines for when chapters will be turned in? Will 
you meet regularly? Does the professor want to have you revise chapters as you work, 
or all at the end before it is given to committee members? 
 
Step 2: Write a Thesis Prospectus 
 Before you can enroll for 6301 (your first thesis course) you must submit at 
least a five page, double-spaced, typed thesis prospectus to the Coordinator of 
Graduate Studies. It should include: what you plan to write on, what sources you plan 
to use (some examples—it does not need to be every source you might possibly use), a 
brief idea of how it fits into the historiography (if known), and who you have chosen 
to help guide you as thesis advisor. It also needs a Bibliography attached. 
 When the Chair, Coordinator of Graduate Studies, and your thesis advisor have 
approved your thesis proposal, you will be notified by email and enrolled in 6301. You 
should also discuss with the Coordinator of Graduate Studies and thesis advisor two 
other potential professors in the department whose fields would make them ideal to 
be on your committee. You must also complete the Intent to Write a Thesis form (in 
Appendix B of the UCA Thesis and Preparation Guide).  
  
Step 3: Foreign Language Proficiency 
 Before you can enroll in 6301 you will need to show proficiency in a foreign 
language. You will need to inform the Coordinator of Graduate Studies which 
language you will show proficiency in so a test can be prepared for you. You will be 
given one to two pages from an academic journal to translate with the help of a 
dictionary in three hours. 85% accuracy will be counted as a passing score. If you fail 
the exam you may retake it twice more, but you must wait one month between test 
dates. As you enroll in 6301, you also need to review your records to be sure you 
have met all graduation requirements and fill out a Petition for Graduation. This 
must be completed early on in the semester you plan to graduate. The deadline 
changes and is available on the Graduate School website. 
 
Step 4: Work on Your Thesis 
 Consult with your advisor as you work on things like length (at least 60 pages), 
how much historiography should be included, sources to consult, etc. REMEMBER the 



thesis is an ARGUMENT—keep that in mind as you start writing. A detailed outline is 
probably a good idea to create—not only to be sure that your committee doesn’t see 
any obvious holes before you start writing and so that you can write chapters in 
chunks (which will help you stay productive—you can write five pages of a chapter 
that you have ready and 7 pages of another and when you get all the pieces of a 
chapter done, then make sure it flows together as one piece).  
 Be sure you are using the Chicago Manual of Style (Turabian) for citations and 
are quoting properly. Plagiarism will be dealt with severely. Also, remember that any 
images you use must have a citation. 
 
Step 5: Copies to Committee & Defense Date 
 Keep in mind that your finished thesis will be due to Graduate School on the 
Friday before Study Day. You should plan that it will likely take you three to four 
weeks to make the revisions you get from the committee. You need to give your 
committee one month to read the thesis, so you need to plan to have your thesis ready 
to give your committee about two months before the end of the semester. Once your 
advisor gives you permission (i.e. once you have made the revisions) print out hard 
copies for each of your committee members and deliver them. You also need to meet 
with the Coordinator of Graduate Studies to set up a date for your defense. The 
Coordinator of Graduate Studies will email your committee and find a date/room for 
your defense and notify you.  
 
Step 6: Defense 
 To prepare for your defense you should re-read your thesis and review the 
historiography. You should also bring a copy of the thesis to your defense for 
yourself to have as a reference. Typically, questions will focus on your argument, 
sources, historiography and how your work fits into the larger scope of the history 
of that period; you should also expect to be asked the “so what” question—why is your 
work important/significant to our understanding of the history of that period.  
 
Step 7: Final Copies 
 Once your committee has signed off on your thesis you need to print out THREE 
copies two on twenty pound, acid free paper. Two will be placed in the Torreyson 
Library and one will be kept in the History Department. If you would like a copy for 
yourself, make an extra one—the library will even bind it for you for less than $10. 
You must check the guidelines carefully regarding margins, formatting, etc. as the 
Graduate School will not accept any thesis which is incorrectly done and you will 
have to reprint it (20 pound paper is not cheap!). The Graduate School will do a rough 
check on plain paper if you want before you print off the official version. There is 
also a dissertation routing form that must accompany your thesis when you turn it in 
to the Graduate School, and the Coordinator of Graduate Studies will help you get 
all the appropriate signatures for it. Keep in mind that the final version is usually 
due to the Graduate School one week before Study Day.  
 
If for any reason you need more than two semesters to complete your thesis, you will 
need to enroll EVERY semester, including one of the summer sessions in HIST 6101—
per the graduate school’s requirements.  
 
 
Good luck! Writing a thesis can be rewarding and fun. Don’t let it sit on your shelf 
collecting dust; present part of it at a conference and/or ask your advisor how to 
turn it into an article and submit it to a scholarly journal! 


