Gwendolyn Brooks and Walter Mosley

Course: 4381 Major African and African American Wri ters

Class Meetings: 2 -3:15 MW in 304 Irby Hall

Instructor: Dr. Isiah Lavender, IlI

Office: 401 Irby Hall

Office Hours: MW 8 a.m. — 12 p.m., 8 - 9 a.m TThgdy appointment
Phone, E-mail &Facebook (501) 450-5118; lavender@uca.edu

Required Books Available at UCA Bookstore
Gwendolyn BrooksBlacks

Walter Mosley:Always Outnumbered, Always Outgunyigdvil in a Blue Dresg-earless
Jones Futureland Killing Johnny Fry The Man in My Basemeworkin' on the Chain Gang:
Shaking Off the Dead Hand of History

Recommended BooksAvailable at UCA Bookstore

Gwendolyn Brooks: Poetry and the Heroic Vaige D.H. MelhemFinding a Way Home: A
Critical Assessment of Walter Mosley's Fictexdited by Owen E. Brady and Derek C. MaAis,
Life of Gwendolyn Brooksy George KentJrban Rage in Bronzeville: Social Commentary in
the Poetry of Gwendolyn Brooks, 1945-19&) J. BoldenWWalter Mosley: A Critical
Companionby Charles E. Wilson.

You are responsible for gaining access to the to#b in a timely manner

Course Description Gwendolyn Brooks continues to be a celebratedjenoblack poet,

though her star has apparently faded on the acadlgenary horizon. Walter Mosley is a red
hot writer of contemporary popular fiction, notext his detective Easy Rawlins, eager to escape
the ghettos of popular fiction. Why juxtapose tsuch disparate writers: the literary and the
popular? What is considered lit-er-a-ture and dbgs popular fiction veer away from lit-er-a-
ture? Why is lit-er-a-ture inveighed with a senésnobbery whereas popular fiction is
embraced by the masses? Who decides what litigreds? Who is to say that popular fiction
is less meritorious than lit-er-a-ture? Why? Whkend of writing survives, remains well-liked,
favored, in demand, sought after, famous, renowaeckssible, readily understood, and
commonly approved to be good? While there areadymresponses to these questions in regard
to canon formation, this course, frankly, is anexxpent to decide once and for all what form
the ultimate written expression of humanity takesaite pages in black words or not as we
ponder the works of two masters. So then, do yetepthe nuance of poetry and its mercurial
portrait of human nature, or do you fancy the totajking, street-wise detectives who
investigate a darker side of humanity?

Expectations My expectations are very high, and you should @leathe same from me, and
especially from one another: if you come to clagpared to fully engage with the material, you
should expect the same from everyone in the roBwery absence or withheld participation is
palpable; | therefore expect regular attendanaasistent preparation, and active participation.
Finally, | expect all of us to have fun becauseriga should be and can be fun. For my part, |
will try to cultivate a lively discussion for eaclass.



Responsibilities and Behavior Remember that you only have time for the actithigt you put
first, and by signing up for this course you aresagng to put this class first during the specified
time period. While I am always willing to work thia student in the event of a legitimate
emergency such as the death of an immediate fan@ipber or a student’s own emergency
hospitalization, you should schedule dental appoémts, elective surgery, court appearances,
family celebrations, work, and any other non-emecgeactivity outside of class time. Keep a
written record of your absences/tardies so thatkymw your precise status as | will be doing so.

It is your responsibility either to resolve potahttonflicts well in advance of an exam in the
exam’s favor or to drop the course; never presupas une to solve your conflict for you.

Each absence aftéour absences lowers your final grade for the clasebyoints. Absences
are not excused or unexcused, so use your abseissyg. Any rare exceptions to this policy
will be determined on a case-by-case basis; ibis yesponsibility to contact me immediately to
inquire about an exception if such a situation escuf you havdour consecutive absences, you
will be dropped from the class. You paid your mpteetake your chances. If you miss class,
you will get behind as well as miss important d&stans which further understanding of the
works being examined. You need to be here. Arg\o class after the official start time or
after me is an absence.

It should be understood that respect for the iesbry fellow students, and the material itself is
required. ANY BEHAVIOR that inhibits the abilityf students to learn WILL NOT BE
TOLERATED and could result in BEING DISMISSED FROMHE CLASS—
PERMANENTLY.

Academic Misconduct (page 36 in your student handlmk): Avoid even the appearance of
possible impropriety during an exam or quiz; lebweks and notebooks closed and out of sight;
do not let your eyes stray to another’s paper,atdeave the room while the exam is in progress;
speak only to the instructor or the exam proctdigrade of zero will be assigned to any quiz or
exam the integrity of which has been opened totgures any way; serious cases will be
referred to the university authorities for disangj which may include expulsion from UCA.

Late work: Outside work is due at the start of the specifiedqa; | DO NOT ACCEPT late
work with two exceptions—a death in the family aoganied by an obituary or funeral program
and emergency hospitalization supplemented by &aimeie papers.

GRADING : Course requirements include active participatiodiscussion, 5 reader responses,
the possibility of a quiz or three, 2 mid-lengthitimg assignments, a term paper, and a final
exam. All formal writing assignments must be tyjped 12 point Times New Roman font and
also be uniformly double-spaced with 1-inch margins In addition all responses must have
titles. Any assignment that does not meet these speedigirementsn addition to length
obligations will receive an X grade and no feedback; an X grgarners zero credit at the end of
the semester unless you redo it to my satisfactiou and you alone are responsible for the
condition and submission of your assignments. B Mely on spell check alone.
PROOFREAD your papers and save them. Howevelgdwgage you to seek me out and
discuss your ideas or lack thereof and to brindisita me. Keep all graded assignments easily
available for consultation until after the finabhge has been recorded, both so that you may
compute your average at any point in the sememterso that any dispute over the final grade’s
computation may be efficiently resolved. ThereX0@ pointsfor the semester.

Participation —This class is discussion oriented which makes goergetic participation
essential in having a successful and productiveesean Thus, it is your obligation to read and



prepare the assigned readings for class. | stya@mgiourage you to express your pleasure in as
well as your frustration with the readings becaisewill stimulate and inspire discussion in the
classroom. Attendance is crucial. Another avesfugarning participation points for students
who are afraid of speaking in class is by makingryapinion known to me via email exchange
where you and | will have an electronic exchangele&s and thoughts. Silent people receive
zero points for each class that they are silem @ir internet)(1 point per class meeting)

Reader Responses (5) Ideally, these response papers will be a kindiary where you
contemplate issues, ideas, questions raised gstfigned readings and discussion. This affords
me an opportunity to eavesdrop on “HOW” you arecpssing and engaging the material.
Likewise, these response papers serve as a wggtidio organize your developing thoughts,
and recognize relationships between texts and ithedyou have about texts. Keep in mind that
reading only succeeds if you gain “meaning,” arelrtteaning(s) that you gain are transmitted in
your interpretations. You can write on any materavered in class, whether it be a response to
another person’s expressed view or your own reaafirgtext or texts. You could possibly write
all four on one text or spread them out over thas® of the semester. You cannot turn in a
response on a particular text after we take the guaiit. This means any response written on a
particular text must be turned in on the last day listed on the class schedule. Each response
should beno less than a full page andno more than three. Any response which does not meet
the minimum length requirement will receive a zef® points each)

Quizzes - reserve the right to quiz you during the classqakat any time in any form | see fit
from group and individual oral quizzes to silerdalissions§EWARE ) and anything in
between including traditional formats of the annmthvariety. Quizzes or the lack thereof
greatly depend on your participation.

Mid-length Writing Assignments — Taming a Poem and Creative Writing Exercise:

Taming a Poem: you will choose your favorite pognBbooks and write an essay
following the guidelines to be provided at a latate that displays your understanding of
the poem. Thid-5 pagepaper is due oWednesday, February 28, 2009 (10 points

Creative Writing Exercise: you have two optionstfus creative assignment 85
pagesgarnered from your understanding of Mosley’s ditediction and the working
class. Specific instructions will be provided dager date, though the assignment is due
no later tharWednesday, April I, 2009 (10 points

Term Paper — The final writing project concerns the debateuwttined in the course
description. Ir7-10pages reveal where you stand on the debate betivaed pop fic. You
must use both of the authors to delineate yourtiposbefore choosin%a side and arguing for it.
No fence sitting allowed!! The term paper is dnevtonday, April 27", 2009 (25 points

Final — A no holds barred debate featuring all of you no@nd circle arguing about what'’s
defined as literature. The rules: everyone musbsh a side based on their paper; everyone
must talk; key points will be recorded on the bladard; the winners receiu® pointsand the
losers receiv@ points.



Grade Scale A 90 and above; B 89-80; C 79-70; D 69-60; F B8 Below

Participation — 26 points

Writing Responses(5 x 3 points each} 15 points

Quizzes -4 points

Taming a Poem- 10 points

Creative Writing Exercise —10 points
Term Paper — 25 points

Final — 10 points

UNIVERSITY POLICIES : If you have questions about the university’s @&ait policies,

guidelines regarding sexual harassment, or any ath#ers, please consult the relevant sections

of the UCA Student Handbook. UCA adheres to tiggirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. If you need an accommodation emthis act due to a disability, contact the

UCA Office of Disability Services at 450-3135.

THIS SYLLABUS IS A TENTATIVE OUTLINE—IT IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

CLASS SCHEDULE:
W 1/21: Course & Personal Intros

M 1/26: Brooks:A Street in Bronzevillé7- 41
W 1/28: BrooksA Street in Bronzevillé2-75

M 2/2: Brooks:Annie Allen77-110
W 2/4: BrooksAnnie Allen110-139

M 2/9: Brooks:Maud Marthal41-230
W 2/11: BrooksMaud Martha231-322

M 2/16: Brooks:The Bean Eater823-371
W 2/18: BrooksThe Bean Eater372-400

M 2/23: Brooksin the Mecca401-456

W 2/25: Brooks: various excerpts from other
collections 457-51Zaming a Poem
due

M 3/2: Devil in a Blue Dres46-175
W 3/4:Devil in a Blue Dres476-263
F 3/6 OPTIONAL FILM SCREENING

M 3/9: Always Outnumbered, Always
Outgunned3-139
W 3/11:Always Outnumbered, Always
Outgunneii40-208

M 3/16: Fearless Jone&-203
W 3/18:Fearless Joneg04- 351

M 3/23 & W 3/25: Spring BreaK

M 3/30: Workin' on the Chain Gang: Shaking
Off the Dead Hand of HistoByl14

W 4/1: Futureland1-59;
Creative Writing Exercise due

M 4/6: Futureland60-243
W 4/8: Futureland244-382

M 4/13:Killing Johnny Fry1-103

W 4/15:Killing Johnny Fry103-185

M 4/20:Killing Johnny Fry185-280

W 4/22:the man in my basemesH97

M 4/27: the man in my basemet1-182;
Term Paper due
W 4/29: the man in my basemet®5-249; Last
day of class; party!!
Finals Week 5/4 through 5/9

Final Exam Date, Time, and Location: TB



