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The University of Central Arkansas National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards Comprehensive Candidate Support Center  

(UCA NBPTS CCSC) 2013-2014 
 

The College of Education at the University of Central Arkansas 
is sponsoring a National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards Support Center for teachers in eligible schools and 
school districts in central and northeast Arkansas. The primary 
goal is to prepare teachers for Full NBPTS certification in 2013 
and 2014. The Center will provide mentoring support for 
NBPTS pre-candidates, initial and advanced candidates 
beginning Saturday, October 19, 2013 through April 12, 2014. 
The Center will provide structured and individualized program 
activities to include electronic portfolio development and 
assessment center activities. Provisions will be made to ensure 

that candidates have access to regularly scheduled seminars and workshops with National 
Board Certified Teachers (NBCT) and National Board Facilitators. All candidates will 
engage in small group and individual interactive instructional and mentoring sessions. All 
meetings are scheduled at Mashburn Hall 103 on the UCA campus. Teachers who are 
interested in attending the UCA NBPTS Candidate Support sessions must complete and 
submit the registration survey online by clicking on the link below:   
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2013-2014ucanbpts 
 
 
 

Details on the UCA NBPTS Candidate Support activities, timeline about the Center are on 
the following pages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2013-2014ucanbpts
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2013-2014 ACTIVITIES AND TIMELINE FOR INITIAL CANDIDATES 
 
 

Saturday, October 19, 2013: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

• Overview of the Five Core Propositions 
• Understanding the Portfolio Instructions 
• Dissecting the Standards 
• Reasons for becoming a National Board Candidate 
• Welcome – tips for getting started 
• Strategies for successful reflective, analytical, and descriptive writing 

 
Saturday, November 9, 2013: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

• Making choices that produce effective evidence 
• Understanding the “Helix”; the architecture of accomplished teaching 
• Entry 4: Choosing documented accomplishments that prove student learning 

 
Saturday, December 14, 2013: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

• Strategies for successful critique of videotapes 
• Sub-group (based on grade level and subject area) analysis of individual candidates’ 

accumulated evidence (NBCTs will assist with each group): 
o Contextual Information 
o Instructional Context 
 

Saturday, January 11, 2014: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

• Understanding the Scoring of the Portfolios and Assessment Center 
• Understanding the assessor’s process and analysis of the rubrics 
• Sub-group (based on grade level and subject area) analysis of individual candidates’ 

accumulated evidence (NBCTs will assist with each group): 
o Questions about candidate’s entries 
o Reading and analysis of individual entries 
 

Friday and Saturday Retreat, February 21-22, 2014 
6:00 p.m. Friday through 12:00 p.m. Saturday 
(Location will be announced) 
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• Sub-group (based on grade level and subject area) analysis of individual candidates’ 

accumulated evidence (NBCTs will assist with each group): 
o Working individually and in groups entries will be analyzed, videotapes will be reviewed for 
each candidate. 
o Candidates will work on writing their entries as well as reflecting on comments made by 
mentors 
 

Saturday, March 15, 2014: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

• Sub-group (based on grade level and subject area) analysis of individual candidates’ 
accumulated evidence (NBCTs will assist with each group): 
o Tips on packing the box 
o Final comments and suggestions for the four portfolios 
 

Saturday, April 12, 2014: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

• Successful preparation for the assessment center exercises 
• Sub-group (based on grade level and subject area) certificate-specific resources for successful 

completion of the assessment center exercises 
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The University of Central Arkansas National Board for  
Professional Teaching Standards Candidate Support 

(UCA NBPTS SC) 2013-2014 
 

Initial 2013-2014 NBPTS Certification Candidates 
 

An initial NBPTS Certification candidate is an eligible teacher who is currently teaching in 
an eligible school or school district (one in which more than 51 percent of the students 
enrolled in the school or school district is eligible to receive free or reduced meals). In 
addition to receiving mentoring, portfolio development and assessment preparation 
services with the electronic support, candidates will participate in on-site workshops and 
seminars that will be facilitated by National Board Certified Teachers in the subject area 
and age group.  
 
An eligible candidate is a teacher who meets all of the following 
criteria: 
 

• has three or more years of classroom teaching prior to candidacy with an initial (3-
year) and/or standard (5-year) teaching license; 

• is currently engaged in direct classroom instruction with students; 
• possesses a valid Arkansas standard teaching license; 
• can complete the certification process in one to three years; 
• is able to support the cost of the application fee, with the understanding that a non-

refundable fee of $500 is due by December 31, 2013 and the remaining fees 
$2,000.00 are is due by January 31, 2014; and 

• has a certificate/license area suitable to current teaching assignment, education, 
and experience. 

 
 
For information about funding, login to: 
 
http://www.nbpts.org/fees-financial-support 
 
 
 

http://www.nbpts.org/fees-financial-support
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The University of Central Arkansas National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards 2013-2014 

 
2013-2014 ACTIVITIES AND TIMELINE FOR NBPTS PRE-CANDIDACY 

AND TAKE ONE! SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

Teachers will have the options to participate in nbpts.org Take One is the process 
and/or the Arkansas Department of Education NBPTS Candidate Subsidy Funding (CSF) 
pre-orientation and screening process. Grant funds will be awarded pending confirmation 
of application and will be awarded to up to 10 educators who participate in the nbpts.org 
Take One! The timeline and topics to be presented are listed below: 
 
 
Saturday, October 19, 2013: 9:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. 
 

• The Benefits of NBPTS certification - NBCT 
Testimonials 

• The National Board Teacher Certification Process 
 
Saturday, November 9, 2013: 9:00 a.m. – 
12:00 p.m. 
 

• The Take One! Process 
 
Saturday, December 14, 2013: 9:00 a.m. 
– 12:00 p.m. 
 

• NBPT Standards and expectations, including portfolio 
development and assessment center activities 
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TAKE ONE! 
WHAT IS TAKE ONE? 
 
Take One! This is a professional development opportunity that is based on the National 
Board Certification assessment program: Take One participants study the NBPTS, 
complete a video portfolio entry featuring a classroom of preK-12 students and submit the 
entry to NBPTS for scoring in accordance with the deadlines and policies of the current 
NBPTS assessment program. The video portfolio entry requires some direct evidence of 
teaching or school counseling (e.g., video excerpts of teaching or counseling sessions) as 
well as a commentary describing, analyzing and reflecting on this evidence. All evidence 
of work with students must be gathered during the 12-month period immediately preceding 
the portfolio entry submission deadline. Principals are encouraged to participate with 
faculty members who are Take One participants. By going through the process together, 
they can build a common language and community of practice around standards-based 
teaching. Because Take One is classroom-based professional development, principals 
must have access to preK-12 classrooms. Take One! is available to any educator that 
has access to a classroom of students for the purpose of demonstrating pre-K-12 
teaching, including teachers, school counselors (regardless of their experience levels), 
educators in higher education, induction or pre-service teachers, principals, administrators, 
mentors and those who provide support for National Board Certification candidates. Funds 
will be available to prepare pre-candidates for the orientation and screening process 
sponsored by the Arkansas Department of Education Full Subsidy Funding in 2013- 2014: 
Pre-candidacy services for potential Arkansas National Board candidates who are 
interested in the application for Full State Funding must attend an ADE orientation for 
information on this process. 
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2013-2014 ACTIVITIES AND TIMELINE FOR ADVANCED 

CANDIDATES 
 

Services and support are also available for advanced candidates. These services are 
customized for candidates who do not certify in the first or subsequent years. Although the 
timeline and activities coincide with the initial NBPTS support, the activities are geared to 
the individual needs of each advanced candidate. NBCT mentors are assigned to facilitate 
the portfolio development. 
 
 
Saturday, October 19, 2013: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

• Tips for Candidates – getting started 
• Strategies for successful collaboration between candidates, mentors and critical friends 
• Choosing documented accomplishments that prove collaboration 

 
Saturday, November 9, 2013: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

• Applying the standards to your classroom (and vice versa) 
• Making choices that produce effective evidence 
• Analysis of scoring rubrics and assessment techniques 

 
Saturday, December 14, 2013: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

• Strategies for successful critique of videotapes 
• Strategies for successful reflective, analytical, and descriptive writing 

 
Saturday, January 11, 2014: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

• Assessing learning styles, developmental needs and multiple intelligences, and applying results 
to the evidence 

• Strategies for successful review of written commentary 
 

Friday and Saturday Retreat, February 21-22, 2014 
6:00 p.m. Friday through 12:00 p.m. Saturday 
(Location will be announced) 
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• Sub-group (based on grade level and subject area) analysis of individual candidates 
accumulated evidence (NBCTs will assist with each group). 

 
 
Saturday, March 15, 2014: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

• Sub-group (based on grade level and subject area) analysis of individual candidates 
accumulated evidence (NBCTs will assist with each group) 
 

Saturday, April 12, 2014: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

• Successful preparation for the assessment center exercise 
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The University of Central Arkansas National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards Comprehensive Candidate Support Center 

 (UCA NBPTS SC) 2013-2014 
 

Mrs. Amy Thompson is a 2005 National Board Certified Teacher in 
Early-Middle Childhood: Literacy/Language Arts. She is a Clinical 
Instructor and MAT field coordinator for the University of Central 
Arkansas. Mrs. Thompson is a certified Candidate Support Provider 
and coordinates activities for the UCA NBPTS Candidate Support 
Center. She has previously served as coordinator of the Fulbright 
Elementary Support Site in the Little Rock School District. Mrs. 
Thompson has successfully worked with candidates in Literacy, Math, 
Music, Art, Business, Special Education, and Generalists as well as 
re-take candidates.  
 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Suzy Carter is a 2007 National Board Certified teacher in 
Social Studies. She teaches civics, economics, 8th grade social 
studies, and Arkansas history, and serves as the ACSIP Chair at 
Benton Jr. High School in the Benton School District. Mrs. Carter is a 
certified trainer for Ruby Payne’s Framework for Understanding 
Poverty and Research Based Interventions for Students from Poverty. 
She has extensive training in working with ESL students and co-
teaching students with learning disabilities. She has served as a 
mentor for the UCA NBPTS support sites, as well as several 
successful individual candidates in fields including social studies, PE, 
and science. Mrs. Carter specializes in teaching students considered 
at-risk due to language barriers, learning difficulties, and socio-
economic factors. In addition to working with these students in the 

classroom, she has created a program in which the students participate in weekend field trips that 
expose them to cultural, historical, and social events throughout the state.  
 
Additional NBCT teachers serve as Candidate Support Providers and Mentors. They are selected 
based on the various certification areas, subjects, and age levels sought by the candidates. The CSPs 
review and facilitate candidates’ videos and written commentaries and provide tips and comments as 
well as other vital information for specified certification Through electronic software mentoring devices, 
the CSP’s make suggestions and answer questions for the candidates in their areas of expertise. 
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Among the many National Board Certified Teachers who are candidate support providers and mentors 
are: 
 
Melissa Bulice, NBCT, Science, Cabot High School, Cabot School District, Cabot School District 
Barbara Bivings, NBCT, Science, Cabot High School, Cabot School District, Cabot School District 
Carter, Suzy E., NBCT, Social Studies, Benton Jr. High School, Benton School District 
Lori Finkbeiner, NBCT, Literacy/Reading/Language Arts, Perryville School Districts 
Fox, Terri L., NBCT, Early Childhood, Generalist, Dardanelle Primary School, 
Debbie Gibson, NBCT, Mathematics, Greenbrier Middle School, Greenbrier School District 
Sharra Hampton, NBCT, School Counseling, Baseline Elementary School 
Kara Jones, NBCT Middle School Generalist, Conway School District 
Suzanne Kunkle, NBCT, Art, Conway High School, Conway School District 
Nancy Lacy, NBCT, Generalist, Early Childhood Education, Morrilton Elementary School, South 
Conway School District 
Tracy McAllister, NBCT, Library Media and Technology, Wooster Elementary 
Knapp, Melynda J. Morrilton Elementary School, South Conway School District 
Caroline Neel, NBCT, Mathematics, Fort Smith School District 
Jon Nichols, NBCT, World Languages Other Than English, Cabot High School, Cabot School District 
Sharon D. Nichols, Language Other than English, Julie Moore Elementary School, English 
Language Learners, Conway School District 
Corey Oliver, NBCT, English/Language Arts, Bob Courtway Middle School, Conway School District 
Patty Oeste, NBPTS, Music, Doyle Intermediate School, Conway School District 
Pat Roberson, NBCT, Career and Technical Education, Heber Springs School District 
Jan Sago, NBCT, Exceptional Needs, Community Based Instruction, Bethel Middle School, Bryant 
Public Schools Bryant School District 
Kathy Sweere, NBCT, Generalist, Ruth Doyle Intermediate School, Conway School District 
 
 
For more information, contact: Ms. Amy Thompson, NBCT 2005, Clinical Instructor/M.A.T. Field 
Experience Coordinator, Mashburn Hall 110B, 501-852-0891, or login to 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2013-2014ucanbpts, and complete and submit the registration 
survey. 

tel:5018520891
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2013-2014ucanbpts

